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Message  of  14  October  1970  by  the  GDR  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  State, 

Walter  Ulbricht,  to  the  session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 

held  on  the  occasion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Foundation  of  the  UN 


On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  State,  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  the  people  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  I  convey  to  the  commemorative  session  of  the 
United  Nations  Organization  best  greetings  and  wishes  for  further  successful 
work  for  the  weal  and  benefit  of  mankind. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  United 
Nations  Organization  the  German  Democratic  Republic  pays  tribute  to  the  mani¬ 
fold  efforts  made  by  the  Organization  with  a  view  to  safeguarding  international 
security  and  maintaining  and  strengthening  world  peace. 

The  United  Nations  Organization,  established  as  a  result  of  the  sacrificing 
struggle  and  victory  of  the  peoples  and  states  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  against 
German  imperialism  and  its  allies  in  the  Second  World  War,  in  its  Charter  set 
itself  the  high  aim  to  preclude  new  acts  of  aggression  and  to  save  succeeding 
generations  from  the  scourge  of  war  through  a  joint  peace-securing  system.  In  the 
25  years  since  its  foundation  the  Organization  has  contributed  by  its  activities 
towards  checking  the  forces  of  aggression  and  preventing  the  outbreak  of  another 
world  conflagration. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  the  anti-imperialist,  socialist  German  na¬ 
tional  state  committed  to  humanitarianism,  peace  and  international  understanding 
from  the  outset,  has  always  actively  supported  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter  and  has  translated  them  into  practice  in  its  territory.  It 
has  included  in  its  socialist  Constitution,  as  binding  for  all  citizens,  the  rules  of 
international  law  which  are  formulated  in  the  Charter  and  serve  peace  and  peace¬ 
ful  international  cooperation,  and  it  has  declared  as  the  highest  principle  of  its 
policy  to  do  everything  to  ensure  that  no  more  war  will  start  from  German  soil. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  consistently  implemented  the  Potsdam 
Agreement,  concluded  in  the  same  time,  for  the  same  reasons  and  in  the  same 
spirit  as  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations.  As  a  consequence,  militarism  and 
fascism  have  been  uprooted  and  fundamental  socio-economic  and  political  changes 
have  been  made  that  are  prerequisite  to  a  genuine  and  lasting  peace  policy.  That 
is  why  this  state,  though  no  member  of  the  United  Nations  yet,  has  time  and 
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again  stood  up  for  the  implementation  of  important  international  measures  and 
treaties  agreed  upon  at  the  initiative  or  with  the  cooperation  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  has  often  spent  major  sums  for  such  purposes. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  staunch  fighter  for  general  and  complete 
disarmament,  made  an  active  contribution  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  on  the 
Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear  Weapons,  was  one  of  the  first  states  to  sign  it  with¬ 
out  any  reservations  and  ratified  it  quickly,  thus  helping  its  coming  into  effect  on 
5  March  1970. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  siding  in  solidarity  with  the  peoples  fighting 
against  imperialist  aggression,  with  disgust  condemns  the  dirty  war  of  US  im¬ 
perialism  and  its  allies  against  the  peoples  of  Indochina  and  demands  the  com¬ 
plete  withdrawal  of  the  aggressors  from  this  area.  Likewise  it  condemns  the  ag¬ 
gression  of  Israel  and  its  backers  against  the  Arab  states  and  demands  that  the 
resolution  of  the  Security  Council  of  22  November  1967  be  fulfilled  at  long  last. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  in  full  accordance  with  the  UN  Declaration 
on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples,  has  rendered 
broad  political,  moral  and  material  support  to  the  peoples  and  national  liberation 
movements  fighting  the  racialist  regimes  in  southern  Africa  and  struggling  to 
shake  off  the  colonial  yoke.  It  is  developing  an  increasing  scope  of  political  and 
economic  relations  with  Asian  and  African  young  nation-states  and  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  states  striving  to  be  free  from  imperialist  exploitation  and  neo-colonialist 
dependence. 

On  account  of  its  peace  policy  consistently  applying  the  principles  and  decisions 
of  the  United  Nations,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  the  indisputable 
right  to  equal  membership  in  the  world  organization  as  well  as  its  specialized 
agencies.  Peace  is  indivisible  and  to  maintain  and  secure  it  is  a  task  of  a  universal 
nature.  The  past  twenty-five  years  have  given  ample  proof  of  how  much  the  work 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  United  Nations  are  handicapped  as  this  principle  is  still 
being  offended  against  and  states  whose  policies  are  consistent  with  the  principles 
of  the  Charter  are  barred  from  equal  cooperation  and  membership. 

The  experience  of  these  twenty-five  years  confirms  that  the  principle  of  uni¬ 
versality  in  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  is  rightly  considered  to  be  so  highly 
important. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  applied  for  admission  to  the  United  Nations 
Organization  on  28  February  1966.  It  placed  on  record  its  readiness  to  assume 
and  fulfil  conscientiously  the  duties  ensuing  from  the  United  Nations  Charter.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  United  Nations’  foundation  the 
GDR  renews  and  reaffirms  this  readiness  as  it  is  convinced  that  in  the  interest  of 
peace  and  peaceful  international  cooperation  its  admission  to  the  United  Nations 
and  its  specialized  agencies  brooks  no  delay.  The  consolidation  of  international 
security,  detente  and  the  development  of  normal  relations  among  states  call 
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urgently  for  general  respect  for  the  principle  of  sovereign  equality  of  states,  the 
removal  of  any  kind  of  discrimination  and  the  implementation  of  the  United 
Nations’  universality. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  proposed  to  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany  that  it  should  also  apply  for  membership  in  the  United  Nations.  The 
admission  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  to  the  United  Nations  Organization  would 
undoubtedly  improve  the  conditions  for  establishing  relations  of  peaceful  co¬ 
existence  between  the  two  neighbour  states  and  would  thus  also  contribute  to 
security  in  Europe,  for  the  sake  of  all  peoples. 

The  Council  of  State,  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  the  people  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  take  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  United 
Nations’  foundation  to  reaffirm  that  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  fully 
exercising  its  sovereign  rights  and  duties,  will  continue  to  make  every  effort  to 
get  the  primary  objective  of  the  United  Nations-to  secure  peace  and  develop  in¬ 
ternational  peaceful  cooperation-fulfilled  with  all  states  cooperating  on  an  equal 
footing. 

I  ask  you,  Mr.  President,  to  bring  this  message  to  the  notice  of  all  member 
states  of  the  United  Nations  Organization  and  to  have  it  circulated  as  official 
document  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Statement  of  26  June  1970  by  the  GDR  League  for  the  United  Nations 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Signing  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter 


“The  generally  acknowledged  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  solemnly 
adopted  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  in  San  Francisco  have  retained  their  validity. 
They  are  vital  for  safeguarding  world  peace  and  for  equal  relations  among  all 
states  and  nations.  25  years  of  United  Nations  Organization  have  proved  that 
universal  and  regional  steps  to  safeguard  peace  and  non-discriminatory  coopera¬ 
tion  require  rigid  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  UN  Charter. 

“This,  to  our  mind,  includes  opposition  to  imperialist  aggression  in  the  Far  and 
Middle  East  and  to  revengist  encroachments  of  the  territorial  status  quo  in 
Europe. 

“To  implement  these  tasks  for  the  benefit  of  peaceloving  mankind  all  peace- 
loving  states  should  be  admitted  to  the  UN  Organization  on  an  equal  footing. 
This  is  why  we  support  the  application  filed  by  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
in  February  1966  to  be  admitted  to  that  organization. 

“We  fully  agree  with  our  Government’s  view  that  the  GDR’s  claim  to  admis¬ 
sion  is  justified  because  of  this  country’s  fulfilment  of  the  Potsdam  Agreement  in 
free  self-determination  and  the  principles  of  the  UN  Charter  having  been  raised 
to  the  status  of  binding  constitutional  principles.  We  are  moreover  of  the  opinion 
that  the  FRG  should,  as  we  have,  also  apply  for  admission  to  UNO.  If  both  the 
GDR  and  the  FRG  were  admitted  to  UNO  on  an  equal  footing  this  would,  in  our 
opinion,  be  a  vital  step  towards  universality  and  greater  effectiveness  of  UNO. 

“We  acknowledge  with  thanks  UN  Secretary  General  U  Thant’s  consistent 
support  of  the  principle  of  UNO  universality  and  appeal  to  all  other  UN  associa¬ 
tions  and  to  our  joint  World  Federation  to  consider  taking  the  long  overdue  steps 
to  achieve  this  universality  in  the  United  Nations  a  priority  task  in  the  eyes  of  all 
those  who  take  the  aims  and  tasks  of  the  United  Nations  seriously.” 

We  appeal  to  the  democratic  world  public  to  actively  support-together  with  all 
forces  standing  for  the  same  aims-the  efforts  made  by  the  United  Nations  in  the 
interest  of  security,  peace  and  equal  cooperation  of  all  peaceloving  states  in  the 
spirit  of  the  unabatedly  valid  objectives  and  principles  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 
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Address  of  23  October  1970  by  Mr.  Gunther  Kohrt,  State  Secretary  in  the  GDR 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the  session  of  the  GDR  League 
for  the  United  Nations  commemorating  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary 
of  the  F oundation  of  the  United  Nations 


The  foundation  of  the  United  Nations  Organization  25  years  ago  was  an  out¬ 
standing  event  in  the  history  of  international  relations. 

For  the  first  time  a  world-wide  international  organization  was  established 
which,  in  conformity  with  mankind’s  aspirations,  set  itself  the  aim  to  guarantee 
peace  and  security  for  all  peoples  and  to  promote  equality-based  cooperation 
among  all  states. 

It  is  not  by  accident  that  the  United  Nations  was  born  in  the  period  before 
and  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War.  It  had  become  a  historical  necessity 
to  make  the  future  of  mankind  safer. 

German  imperialism  bore  heavy  guilt  for  having  launched  two  world  wars. 
It  was  part  of  the  nature  of  Prussian-German  militarism  to  disregard  international 
law  and  to  strangle  humanitarianism  whenever  it  steered  a  course  of  aggression. 
This  had  been  proved  sufficiently  by  the  First  World  War. 

Fascist  German  imperialism,  striving  for  the  second  time  for  world  dominance, 
had  carried  the  torch  of  war  once  again  almost  over  the  entire  globe.  But  Hitlerite 
fascism  was  doomed  to  failure  and  collapsed  on  account  of  the  resistance  offered 
by  the  peoples  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  in  which  its  main  power,  the  peoples 
o  the  Soviet  Union,  the  first  socialist  country,  accomplished  immortal  heroic  deeds 
in  the  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  mankind  from  fascist  barbarism. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  which  included  governments  of 
states  with  differing  social  systems  was  therefore  to  terminate  the  war  victoriously, 
to  smash  fascism  and  at  the  same  time  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  stable  peaceful 
post-war  development. 

It  was  the  unshakable  will  of  the  peoples  to  continue  the  cooperation  of  states 
with  differing  social  systems,  tested  in  anti-fascist  fight,  after  the  termination  of 
the  war  so  as  to  safeguard  world  peace.  It  became  manifest  in  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations  which  entered  into  force  on  24  October  1945.  The  same  deter¬ 
mination,  to  cooperate  for  a  peaceful  post-war  order,  imbued  the  PotsdamAgree- 
ment  and  all  the  other  documents  drawn  up  and  concluded  by  the  main  powers  of 
the  anti-Hitler  coalition. 
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The  fact  that  the  war  was  an  anti-fascist  liberation  war  and  that  the  first  so¬ 
cialist  country,  the  USSR,  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight  to  defeat  German  fascism 
determined  essentially  the  humanitarian  character  of  the  principles  of  the  United 
Nations. 

The  victory  of  the  Soviet  Armies  reflected  the  fundamental  changes  that  took 
place  in  the  actual  international  situation  and  the  international  balance  of  forces. 

It  was  due  to  these  changes  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  not  revived,  that 
organization  of  unfortunate  memory  which  its  creators  wanted  to  be  a  docile  tool 
in  the  hands  of  the  imperialist  main  victorious  powers  of  the  First  World  War  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  latter’s  expansionist  dominative  plans. 

Despite  the  resistance  offered  by  imperialist  powers,  the  USSR  succeeded  in  hav¬ 
ing  the  obligation  to  safeguard  peace  firmly  established  in  the  UN  Charter  as  the 
supreme  principle  of  relations  among  states.  The  attempted  justification  of  aggres¬ 
sive  wars  in  the  Covenent  of  the  League  of  Nations  disappeared  once  for  all  from 
the  international  legal  system.  Times  are  over  for  legalisation  of  imperialist  ag¬ 
gression  however  camouflaged  it  may  be.  The  guiding  principle  of  the  UN  Charter 
and  thus  of  valid  universal,  democratic  international  law  of  our  epoch  is  the 
prohibition  of  any  aggression  aimed  at  suppressing  other  peoples. 

In  the  spirit  of  Lenin’s  Decree  on  Peace  the  Soviet  Union  since  its  existence  has 
stood  for  a  comprehensive  and  effective  collective  security  system.  Peace-loving 
mankind  owes  it  to  the  Soviet  Union’s  persistent  efforts  that  the  principles  of 
respect  for  the  sovereign  equality  of  states,  non-interference  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  states,  and  self-determination  of  the  peoples  were  incorporated  in  the  UN 
Charter.  With  the  solemn  adoption  of  the  Charter  the  principles  of  peaceful  co¬ 
existences  among  states  with  differing  social  systems  which  have  always  been 
defended  by  the  Soviet  Union,  have  become  generally  accepted  international  law. 

These  principles  of  the  United  Nations  proved  themselves  to  be  a  solid  basis 
and  a  moral  and  legal  instrument  in  the  peoples’  struggle  for  peace,  international 
security  and  liberation  from  colonialism.  The  basic  aims  of  the  Charter  are  aimed 
against  any  imperialist  policy  of  force  and  suppression.  They  express  the  peoples’ 
right  to  liberate  themselves  from  any  imperialist  suppression  and  to  take  their 
destinies  into  their  own  hands. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  legacy  of  German  anti-fascists,  the  principles  of  the  anti- 
Hitler  coalition  laid  down  in  the  Potsdam  Agreement  and  in  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations  became  a  firm  basis  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  policies  of  tire 
German  Democratic  Republic. 

The  unforgettable  first  Prime  Minister  of  our  workers’  and  peasants’  state, 
Otto  Grotewohl,  stressed  in  his  government  statement  of  12  October  1949: 

“To  regain  the  trust  of  and  to  establish  relationships  with  all  peoples  on  the 

basis  of  mutual  respect  it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  to  stop  any  instigation  of 

hatred  of  other  peoples.  Friendship  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the  countries  of  the 
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Peoples’  Democracy  and  all  other  peace-loving  peoples  is  therefore  the  basis 
of  the  government’s  foreign  policy. 

The  German  Government  is  willing  to  establish  friendly  and  peaceful  relations 
with  all  states.” 

The  fact  that  the  reactionary,  imperialist  past  was  completely  overcome  and  the 
obligations  laid  down  in  the  Potsdam  Agreement  fulfilled  by  the  people  and  the 
government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  under  the  proven  leadership  of 
the  party  of  the  working  class,  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Germany,  have  won  for 
our  workers’  and  peasants’  state  the  trust  and  respect  of  the  peace-loving  peoples. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  the  first  state  in  German  history  which  by 
a  decision  of  its  people  has  laid  down  in  its  Constitution  that  its  foreign  policy 
will  serve  peace,  security  and  understanding  among  peoples. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  can  tell  other  nations  with  a  safe  conscience: 
Here  are  the  results  of  our  policy  aimed  at  peace  and  international  friendship.  Our 
state  is  headed  by  proven  anti-fascists.  Imperialism  and  militarism  have  been 
uprooted.  The  evil  spirit  of  nazism  and  warmongering  are  incompatible  with  law 
and  order  and  are  therefore  subject  to  legal  prosecution.  We  have  no  classes  or 
strata  interested  in  expansion  and  the  suppression  of  other  peoples.  Youth  is 
educated  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  solidarity  with  the  peoples  fighting  for  their 
freedom  and  independence.  The  policy  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  the 
socialist  German  national  state,  is  in  full  conformity  with  the  principles  and  aims 
of  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations.  The  German  Democratic  Republic  has 
therefore  from  the  very  beginning  supported  the  activity  of  the  United  Nations 
aimed  at  the  implementation  of  the  principles  of  the  Charter. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  United  Nations  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed.  In 
the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence  the  world  organization  lived  through  a  number 
of  serious  crises. 

The  ruling  circles  in  the  USA  issued  the  orientation  to  “roll  back”  socialism  at 
all  costs  in  lieu  of  peaceful  cooperation  in  the  spirit  of  the  decisions  of  the  anti- 
Hitler  coalition.  That  adventurous  policy  also  included  war.  Serious  dangers  were 
again  emerging  for  Europe  when  German  imperialism  restored  in  the  FRG  was 
incorporated  in  NATO,  when  rearmament  was  carried  on  on  a  large  scale  and  the 
demand  to  revise  the  results  of  the  Second  World  War  and  to  change  the  existing 
frontiers  was  made  a  state  doctrine.  It  is  primarily  due  to  the  growing  strength 
and  the  consistent  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  states  of  the 
socialist  community  that  the  advocates  of  such  designs  had  no  chance  and  will 
have  no  chance  to  reach  their  goals. 

Given  the  growing  influence  of  the  world  socialist  system  and  particularly  of 
the  Soviet  Union  on  world  politics,  the  collapse  of  the  imperialist  colonial  system 
and  the  coming  into  existence  of  a  great  number  of  independent  nation-states  in 
Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  the  real  tasks  of  the  world  security  organization 
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came  well  to  the  fore.  A  number  of  socialist  states  and  many  states  which  had 
emerged  from  the  anti-colonial  liberation  movement  being  admitted  to  the  UN, 
its  membership  increased  from  51  in  1945  to  127  now.  Those  forces  which  are  in 
a  position  to  give  the  activity  of  the  Organization  that  direction  which  is  prescribed 
by  the  principles  of  the  Charter  have  been  getting  stronger.  The  imperialist  forces 
have  lost  the  initiative  and  are  being  pushed  on  the  defensive  also  in  the  United 
Nations. 

The  proposals  of  the  socialist  states  to  safeguard  international  security,  peace 
and  security  in  Europe,  to  limit  and  cease  the  arms  race,  to  finally  eliminate  co¬ 
lonialism  and  neo-colonialism,  to  develop  equality-based  relations  among  all  states 
serve  to  implement  the  main  purposes  of  the  United  Nations.  They  do  not  only 
give  the  necessary  orientation  to  the  content  and  course  of  the  sessions  of  the  UN 
bodies,  but  they  also  mobilize  the  peoples  to  fight  for  peace,  democracy  and  pro¬ 
gress. 

At  the  time  when  the  United  Nations  Organization  was  founded  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  the  peoples  expected  the  Organization  to  secure  a  lasting  world  peace. 
Answering  the  question  how  this  task  has  been  fulfilled  in  the  meantime,  one  has 
to  stress  two  essential  facts:  The  peace-loving  peoples  and  states,  in  hard  struggles 
with  the  aggressive  forces  of  imperialism,  succeeded  in  the  last  25  years  to  prevent 
the  outbreak  of  a  new  world  war.  This  positive  result,  which  the  world  organiza¬ 
tion  has  its  share  in,  encourages  the  peoples  in  their  just  struggle  for  peace  and 
progress  and  the  consistent  implementation  of  the  aims  of  the  United  Nations  in 
the  spirit  of  its  Charter. 

On  the  other  hand,  certain  imperialist  powers  could  not  be  hindered  even  by 
the  UNO  of  committing  aggressive  acts  against  peace.  Peace  remains  threatened 
because  imperialism,  though  weaker,  has  become  more  aggressive,  as  it  was  stated 
in  the  Main  Document  of  the  Moscow  meeting  of  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties. 

In  flagrant  breach  of  the  UN  Charter  the  USA  has  been  waging  a  barbarous 
war  for  9  years  now  against  the  people  of  Vietnam  fighting  heroically  for  its  free¬ 
dom,  and  has  now  escalated  its  criminal  aggression  to  cover  the  whole  of  Indo- 
China. 

Misusing  the  UN  flag,  the  USA  keeps  South  Korea  under  occupation  and 
pursues  a  provocative  policy  against  the  Korean  People’s  Democratic  Republic. 
This  policy  menaces  peace  in  the  Far  East. 

There  is  a  clear  and  unequivocal  decision  of  the  Security  Council  of  22  Novem¬ 
ber  1967  for  the  cessation  and  overcoming  of  the  imperialist  aggression  of  Israel 
against  the  Arab  states. 

But  disregarding  the  UN  Charter,  the  decisions  of  the  Security  Council  and  the 
will  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  all  states  the  rulers  of  Israel  refuse  to  un¬ 
conditionally  leave  the  occupied  Arab  territories  and  to  bring  about  a  political 
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settlement  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East  which  guarantees  for  all  states  of  the 
region  the  right  of  a  safe  and  independent  national  existence  including  the  legiti¬ 
mate  rights  of  the  Arab  peoples  of  Palestine.  In  this  open  disregard  of  the  UN 
decisions  and  the  mockery  of  the  peaceloving  peoples  they  find  themselves  en¬ 
couraged  as  they  have  the  unconcealed  support  of  the  USA  and  other  imperialist 
powers,  including  the  FRG. 

Recently  the  USSR  has  made  new  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a  stable 
peace  order  in  the  Middle  East.  These  significant  proposals  reflect  the  great  efforts 
undertaken  by  the  Soviet  Union  to  grant  the  Arab  peoples  and  states  universal 
support  in  their  just  struggle  against  the  continued  Israeli  aggression.  They  are 
aimed  at  guaranteeing  for  the  states  of  the  Middle  East  sovereignty  and  territorial 
integrity,  inviolability  of  their  borders  and  political  independence.  The  Soviet  pro¬ 
posals  correspond  to  the  interests  of  all  those  interested  in  the  securing  of  peace  in 
the  Middle  East  and  the  world  as  a  whole.  They  offer  the  real  chance  to  bring 
about  a  just  peace  in  the  Middle  East  by  means  of  a  political  settlement  in  the 
spirit  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  UN  Charter.  Thus,  they  are  of  great  im¬ 
portance  for  European  security,  too. 

The  GDR,  in  solidarity  with  the  Arab  peoples  and  states,  supports  their  just 
struggle  for  the  establishment  of  a  just  peace  order  and  the  overcoming  of  the 
consequences  of  the  Israeli  aggression.  Our  good  and  most  friendly  relations  with 
the  Arab  peoples  have  received  fresh  impetus  since  the  establishment  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  GDR  and  six  Arab  states.  The  humanitarian  ideals  of  social 
progress,  peace  and  international  security  link  our  states  and  peoples.  Our  com¬ 
mon  interests  make  it  imperative  for  us  to  close  our  ranks  in  order  to  wage  a  more 
successful  struggle  against  the  aggressive  policy  of  imperialism  in  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East. 

Shameful  colonial  oppression  and  exploitation  is  not  yet  liquidated. 

Portugal-actively  supported  by  other  NATO  states-is  brutally  suppressing  the 
national  liberation  movements  in  Angola,  Mozambique  and  Guinea-Bissao.  The 
decisions  of  the  Security  Council  and  the  General  Assembly  are  just  as  much 
neglected  by  the  imperialist  states  as  they  are  by  the  colonial  and  racist  regimes. 
Indicative  of  it  is  the  fact  that  the  USA,  Britain,  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  the 
South  African  Republic  rejected  the  Programme  for  the  implementation  of  the 
Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples 
adopted  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
on  12  October.  Portugal’s  refusal  to  participate  in  events  and  measures  on  the 
occasion  of  the  10th  anniversary  of  that  Declaration  is  no  less  indicative.  But  the 
days  of  colonial  masters  are  inevitably  coming  to  an  end.  This  is  not  least  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  votes  in  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly. 

A  sensitive  spot  in  the  struggle  for  strengthening  peace  and  implementing  the 
humanitarian  aims  of  the  UN  Charter  is  the  situation  in  Europe. 
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Even  the  most  stubborn  advocates  of  the  imperialist  strategy  of  rolling  back 
socialism  cannot  deny  the  truth  that  this  policy  has  foundered  at  the  increased 
strength  of  the  USSR  and  the  socialist  community  of  states  and  will  have  no 
chance  in  future.  But  it  is  proved  every  day  by  the  behaviour  of  right-wing  ex¬ 
tremists  in  the  FRG  led  by  Strauss,  Barzel  and  Guttenberg,  that  this  fact  has  not 
yet  caused  these  imperialist  circles  to  give  up  their  aim  of  changing  the  territorial 
status  quo  in  Europe  and  to  pursue  a  policy  of  peaceful  coexistence  of  states  with 
different  social  systems.  They  continue  to  work  for  their  aims  inimical  to  peace. 
That  is  why  they  are  stemming  the  victory  of  common  sense  and  stir  up  tension. 

Under  the  impact  of  realities,  however,  a  process  of  rethinking  has  begun  in  the 
capitalist  states  of  Europe  which  has  also  involved  parts  of  the  ruling  circles. 
Realistically  minded  circles  of  the  monopoly  bourgeoisie  are  aware  of  the  moral 
and  political  attrition  of  the  US  imperialist  aggressive  policy  and  of  the  accom¬ 
panying  crisis-like  domestic  situation.  As  they  wish  to  ensure  the  stability  of  their 
own  regimes  and  to  have  room  for  their  own  political  action  directed  at  detente, 
they  have  more  and  more  doubts  whether  it  is  good  to  be  tied  unconditionally  to 
the  USA  and  its  global  strategy.  These  doubts  are  connected  with  serious  con¬ 
siderations  of  coming  to  an  accomodation  with  the  socialist  states  and  to  all- 
European  settlements  stabilizing  peace  on  the  continent. 

Without  so  much  as  ignoring  the  fact  that  influential  extremist  forces  try  to 
oppose  this  policy  dictated  by  realism  and  common  sense,  it  is  justified  to  state: 
Today  there  are  real  chances  for  more  security  in  Europe.  These  chances  result 
from  the  changed  international  balance  of  forces,  from  the  capacity  and  the  con¬ 
sistent  peace  policy  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  states,  which  is  in  harmony  with  the 
UN  Charter,  and  from  the  growing  effect  and  higher  degree  of  the  peoples’ 
struggle  for  a  secured  peace,  against  imperialist  aggressions. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will,  together  with  the  USSR  and  the  other 
socialist  states,  make  maximum  use  of  these  chances,  for  it  is  the  declared  aim  of 
the  GDR’s  foreign  and  security  policy,  which  is  proclaimed  in  its  Constitution,  to 
create  and  secure  most  favourable  international  conditions  for  the  formation  of 
the  developed  social  system  of  socialism,  for  the  creative  activities  of  the  working 
people. 

The  Warsaw  Treaty  states  have  submitted  a  detailed  programme  on  establish¬ 
ing  a  system  of  collective  security  in  Europe  to  the  European  peoples  and  govern¬ 
ments.  This  programme  making  clear  to  everybody  the  contents  and  forms  of  the 
future  relations  between  states  on  our  continent  calls  for  nothing  more  and  nothing 
less  than  the  consistent  implementation  of  the  principles  of  the  UN  Charter  under 
the  concrete  conditions  of  the  European  region.  The  historical  experience  in  our 
century  has  been  that  the  unreserved  recognition  of  frontiers  and  the  obligation  to 
respect  their  inviolability  are  essential  to  safeguard  peace.  The  principle  to  respect 
the  territorial  integrity  of  all  states  is  one  of  the  basic  obligations  in  inter-state 
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relations  laid  down  in  the  UN  Charter.  The  GDR  advocates  resolutely  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  territorial  status  quo  on  our  continent.  That  is  why  it  paid  tribute 
to  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  USSR  and  FRG  on  12  August  1970,  the  core 
of  which  is  the  recognition  of  the  really  existing  frontiers  in  Europe  by  the  FRG, 
as  an  important  step  towards  detente  and  a  normalized  situation  in  Europe. 

In  view  of  the  dogged  resistance  of  the  extremist  reactionary  forces  in  the  FRG 
the  European  peoples  expect  the  Bonn  Government  to  take  decided  action  leading 
to  an  early  and  unreserved  ratification  of  the  treaty.  And  it  is  high  time  to  put  an 
end  to  the  strange  interpretation  of  the  treaty,  which  is  at  variance  with  its  stipula¬ 
tions. 

Safeguarding  peace  and  security  in  Europe  requires  the  establishment  of  normal 
relations  in  terms  of  international  law  between  the  capitalist  states  in  Europe  and 
the  GDR.  Nobody  can  seriously  deny  that  permanent  relations  of  peaceful  co¬ 
existence  between  the  socialist  and  capitalist  states  can  be  developed  only  if  any 
policy  of  discrimination  against  and  isolation  of  the  GDR,  which  is  a  sovereign 
state  and  a  member  of  the  socialist  community  of  states,  is  given  up.  Also  in  this 
respect  the  UN  Charter  stipulates  very  clearly  that  all  states  should  respect  the 
principle  of  sovereign  equality,  which  finds  its  concrete  application  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  and  maintenance  of  normal  relations  in  terms  of  international  law. 

The  international  appreciation  of  the  GDR’s  peace  policy  and  the  achievements 
of  its  citizens,  which  have  become  a  stable  and  powerful  reality,  have  led  towards 
a  considerable  expansion  in  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  socialist  German  state. 
We  are  witnessing  a  considerable  growth  of  the  forces  in  western  European  coun¬ 
tries  which  press  for  normal  relations  with  the  GDR  in  terms  of  international  law. 

Peace  and  security  in  Europe  in  the  spirit  of  the  UN  Charter  require  no  less 
imperatively  the  normalization  of  relations  between  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  in 
terms  of  international  law.  This  necessary  and  timely  step  results,  as  a  matter  of 
logical  consequence,  also  from  the  treaty  between  the  USSR  and  the  FRG  of 
12  August  1970,  in  which  the  FRG  has  recognized  the  state  sovereignty  and 
territorial  integrity  of  the  GDR. 

As  to  the  relationship  between  the  GDR  and  the  FRG,  there  cannot  be  but 
normal  relations  in  terms  of  international  law  such  as  are  necessary  between 
sovereign  states  with  different  social  systems.  The  sooner  the  FRG  Government 
would  come  round  to  this  inevitable  position  the  better  would  be  the  opportunities 
for  safeguarding  peace  and  security  in  Europe. 

On  the  road  to  a  European  security  system,  an  all-European  arrangement  on 
the  renunciation  of  force  in  interstate  relations  is  of  great  importance.  Reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  this  principle  of  the  UN  Charter  by  the  European  states  would  fix  in  inter¬ 
national  law  the  renunciation  of  war  in  Europe  and  thus  be  a  stable  corner-stone 
of  the  developing  European  security  system. 

Peace  and  security  and  the  improvement  of  the  interstate  relations  in  Europe 
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require  concrete  steps  to  be  taken.  Time  has  become  ripe  for  this.  A  priority  of 
European  politics  is  the  preparation  for  and  holding  of  an  all-European  conference 
in  which  all  states  of  the  continent  can  participate  on  an  equal  footing  and  the 
convocation  of  which  must  not  be  made  dependent  on  any  preconditions. 

When  the  proposal  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  states  was  first  tabled  at  the  Buda¬ 
pest  session  in  March  1969,  the  majority  of  NATO  states  reacted  negatively.  To¬ 
day,  eighteen  months  later,  the  convocation  of  the  Conference  has  become,  as  also 
President  Pompidou  of  France  said,  a  topical  matter.  The  agenda,  proposed  jointly 
by  the  socialist  states,  is  generally  considered  as  realistic  and  adequate  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  conference.  The  proposal  aims  at  the  active  cooperation  of  all 
European  states,  including  those  not  parties  to  military  alliances. 

The  stabilization  of  peace  in  Europe  is  a  responsibility  of  the  European  states 
themselves.  It  is,  first  of  all,  their  task  to  solve  the  European  security  problems. 
One  must,  of  course,  not  overlook  the  interrelation  existing  between  the  situation 
in  Europe  and  developments  outside  Europe.  The  activities  of  the  UNO  as  the 
universal  security  organization  are  quite  important  also  in  respect  of  Europe. 

The  GDR  supports  unreservedly  the  implementation  of  the  main  tasks  which, 
according  to  the  expressed  will  of  many  states,  are  at  present  a  preoccupation  of 
the  world  organization  so  as  to  fulfil  the  aims  and  principles  of  the  United  Nations 
all  over  the  world  and  in  the  regions. 

In  this  connexion  mention  should  be  made  first  of  all  of  the  draft  declaration 
submitted  by  eight  socialist  states  to  the  General  Assembly  which  envisages  ef¬ 
fective  measures  directed  towards  strengthening  international  security  in  order  to 
check  the  policy  of  aggression  and  expansion  of  imperialism. 

The  GDR  Government  addressed  a  statement  to  the  twenty-fifth  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  expressing  its  firm  determination  to  support  actively  any 
measure  serving  the  consolidation  of  international  security  and  the  maintenance 
of  world  peace. 

In  this  spirit  the  GDR  will,  as  a  socialist  and  anti-imperialist  state,  continue  to 
display  particular  solidarity  with  and  support  for  the  heroic  Vietnamese  people 
fighting  against  US  aggression  and  the  Arab  peoples  in  their  just  struggle  against 
Israeli  aggression. 

Another  urgent  task  of  the  UN  is  to  take  steps  towards  disarmament  and  arms 
limitation  preparing  the  conclusion  of  an  agreement  on  general  and  complete  dis¬ 
armament  and  putting  an  end  to  the  arms  race  forced  upon  the  peoples  by  im¬ 
perialism. 

The  GDR  wants  the  treaty  on  the  prohibition  of  the  emplacement  of  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  on  the  sea  bed  and  ocean  floor  and  the  envisaged  convention 
of  the  prohibition  of  B  and  C  weapons  to  be  concluded  and  to  take  international 
legal  effect  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  an  anti-imperialist  state  the  German  Democratic  Republic  demands  with 
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special  emphasis  that  colonialism  and  neo-colonialism  and  racialism  be  excluded 
from  the  lives  of  the  peoples  for  ever  and  that  all  peoples  be  guaranteed  an  in¬ 
dependent  development  of  their  states,  national  economies,  cultures  and  educa¬ 
tional  systems. 

Like  the  large  majority  of  states,  the  GDR  considers  it  to  be  highly  topical  and 
urgent  to  implement  completely  and  unreservedly  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting 
of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples  passed  unanimously  by  the 
fifteenth  United  Nations  General  Assembly  ten  years  ago. 

A  relevant  statement  by  the  GDR  Government  has  been  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

We  welcome  the  programme  agreed  upon  by  the  twenty-fifth  General  Assembly 
on  the  complete  implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Indepen¬ 
dence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

The  history  of  the  UN  shows  that  the  Organization  can  fully  implement  its 
objectives  and  principles  only  if  universality  as  was  sought  in  the  founding  docu¬ 
ments  of  San  Francisco  is  brought  about.  Peace  is  indivisible.  No  state  and  no 
people  may  be  excluded  from  cooperating  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  active  and 
joint  struggle  for  the  preservation  and  strengthening  of  peace  within  the  world 
organization.  So,  Willi  Stoph,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  of  the  GDR, 
stated  in  his  address  on  the  occasion  of  the  21st  anniversary  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic : 

“In  the  past  25  years  a  great  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished  by  the  UN 
and  a  number  of  positive  results  has  been  achieved  in  settling  complicated  in¬ 
ternational  problems.  However,  its  activities  are  being  restricted  by  those 
forces  which  have  up  to  now  prevented  the  application  of  the  principle  of 
universality.  The  peoples  expect  the  General  Assembly  in  the  anniversary  year 
to  live  up  to  its  grown  responsibilities  even  better  than  before.  To  ensure  peace 
and  security  it  is  imperative  to  consistently  apply  the  principle  of  universality 
in  the  world  organization’s  activities.” 

For  many  years  leading  representatives  of  UN  member  states  have  demanded  the 
universality  of  the  Organization  as  a  pre-condition  for  increased  effectiveness.  UN 
Secretary  General  U  Thant,  too,  urged  on  numerous  occasions  that  this  principle 
should  be  implemented.  On  26  June  this  year,  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  UN 
Charter’s  signing,  he  addressed  from  San  Francisco  an  urgent  appeal  to  govern¬ 
ments  to  treat  the  idea  of  the  United  Nations’  universality  as  a  priority  item  of 
this  year’s  agenda  for  world  affairs.  This  appeal  was  reaffirmed  by  the  Secretary 
General  immediately  before  the  opening  of  the  twenty-fifth  General  Assembly. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  supports  this  demand.  It  holds  that  without 
equal  membership  of  the  GDR  and  other  states  not  yet  admitted  to  the  activities 
of  the  world  organization,  a  fruitful  and  effective  work  of  the  UN  will  always  be 
hampered  by  new  complications. 
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The  principle  of  universality  makes  it  necessary  that  both  the  activities  of  the 
UN  and  the  effectiveness  of  its  decisions  should  be  made  truly  universal.  It  is  in 
contradiction  to  the  spirit  and  objectives  of  the  Charter  when  a  few  states,  among 
them  the  GDR,  are  prevented  by  restrictive  clauses  to  attend  international  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  UN,  to  become  parties  to  international  conventions  and  treaties 
of  the  UN  and  to  send  observer  missions  to  the  UN. 

This  practice  inspired  and  imposed  by  imperialist  powers  is  in  contrast  to  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Nations  which  forbids  discrimination  against  individual 
states  or  groups  of  states.  On  the  contrary,  Article  2,  para  6  of  the  Charter  binds 
the  Organization  to  cause  also  all  states  which  are  not  members  of  the  UN  to  act 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  Organization. 

Through  its  consistent  peace  policy,  aimed  at  fulfilling  the  principles  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  United  Nations,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  gained  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  peace-loving  peoples.  Its  constructive  contributions  to 
the  work  of  the  Organization  have  clearly  shown  that  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  is  willing  and  able  to  carry  out  the  obligations  incumbent  on  a  member 
of  the  Organization,  as  provided  for  by  the  membership  regulations  of  the  Charter. 
The  GDR  has  the  indisputable  right  and  is  qualified  in  every  respect  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  membership  in  the  United  Nations. 

Now,  that  the  GDR  maintains  diplomatic  relations  with  27  states  and  official 
inter-governmental  relations  with  another  15  states,  the  scope  of  its  bilateral  inter¬ 
governmental  relations  is  bigger  that  that  of  many  other  states  when  they  were 
admitted  to  the  UN.  Membership  and  equality-based  cooperation  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  in  the  United  Nations  and  the  whole  UN  system  is  an 
urgent  need  of  the  present  time. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  an  independent,  sovereign  and  peace- 
loving  state.  Its  high  level  of  development  as  a  modern  industrial  socialist  state 
and  its  great  political  and  economic  stability  are  appreciated  and  recognized  all 
over  the  world.  Due  to  the  diligence  and  the  creative  abilities  of  its  working 
people,  the  GDR  ranks  today  among  the  ten  leading  industrial  states  of  the  world. 
Its  capacity  in  industry  and  agriculture,  science,  culture,  health  services  and  educa¬ 
tion  is  often  described  as  exemplary  in  other  countries. 

Hence,  there  is  no  substantial  reason  for  withholding  membership  in  the  UN 
system  from  the  GDR.  On  the  contrary,  equal  participation  of  the  GDR  in  peace¬ 
ful  international  cooperation  to  solve  world-wide  tasks  within  the  UN  system  is 
an  urgent  dictate  of  today. 

Just  as  all-European  cooperation  for  safeguarding  peace  and  security  and  for 
settling  other  important  matters  in  the  region  cannot  be  successful  without  the 
GDR’s  equality-based  participation,  does  the  policy  of  discriminating  against  the 
GDR  in  the  UN  system  impair  the  latter’s  effectiveness.  Anyone  who  opposes 
membership  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  United  Nations,  whether 
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deliberately  or  not,  does  not  comply  with  the  peaceful  objectives  and  principles  of 
the  world  organization. 

A  sovereign  socialist  state,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  belongs  forever  to 
the  alliance  of  fraternal  socialist  countries.  Relations  between  the  socialist  GDR 
and  the  late-capitalist  FRG  are  possible  only  on  the  basis  of  international  law,  as 
relations  of  peaceful  coexistence,  and  are  necessary  for  the  sake  of  maintaining 
peace. 

Forced  by  realities,  the  protagonists  of  international  discrimination  against  the 
GDR  have  somewhat  changed  their  arguments.  Even  vis-a-vis  their  NATO  allies 
they  do  no  longer  consider  it  opportune  to  defend  the  fiction  of  the  GDR’s  non¬ 
existence  in  terms  of  international  law. 

The  FRG  now  asks  UN  member  states  to  accept  the  illusionary  concept  of 
alleged  “inner-German  relations”  instead  of  the  legally  binding  criteria  for  GDR 
membership  as  stipulated  in  the  Charter  and  other  relevant  statutes.  In  the  FRG 
they  should  at  last  stop  to  assessing  the  value  of  organizations  and  organs  of  the 
UN  system  mainly  in  terms  of  whether  they  may  be  used  as  a  means  of  political 
pressure  on  the  GDR.  Anyone  who,  against  his  better  judgment,  talks  of  an  im¬ 
minent  regularization  of  so-called  “inner-German  relations”  and,  under  this 
pretext,  asks  other  states  to  wait  for  something  which  will  never  occur  and  to 
continue  discrimination  against  the  GDR  disregards  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
UN  Charter,  since  continued  discrimination  against  the  sovereign  GDR  impedes 
steps  now  really  feasible,  towards  normalizing  the  situation  in  Europe  and  thus 
making  peace  in  the  world  more  stable. 

It  can  be  safely  assumed  that  more  and  more  UN  member  states  will  oppose  this 
demand  and  call  for  equal  participation  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  realizing  the 
generally  accepted  principle  that  membership  in  the  world  organization  does  not 
depend  on  bilateral  relations  between  the  states  concerned. 

It  is  not  by  chance  that  precisely  this  year  there  has  been  increasing  support  for 
equal  membership  of  the  GDR  in  the  UN  and  its  specialized  agencies.  This  has 
been  evident  in  the  debates  in  the  UN  General  Assembly  held  up  to  now. 

In  connection  with  the  applications  for  membership  filed  by  the  GDR  in  the 
ECE,  WHO  and  UNESCO,  extensive  and  thorough  debates  were  held,  in  some 
cases  over  several  days.  We  appreciate  indeed  that  the  USSR  and  the  other 
socialist  member  states  and  a  growing  number  of  non-aligned  states  energetically 
demand  the  immediate  admission  of  the  GDR  as  an  equal  member,  in  the  interest 
of  maintaining  peace  and  security  and  fulfilling  the  great  tasks  of  peaceful  inter¬ 
national  cooperation  facing  the  UN  and  with  a  view  to  bring  about  universality 
of  the  UN  and  its  specialized  agencies. 

At  the  General  Conference  of  UNESCO  41  states  voted  in  favour  of  a  motion 
which  recommended  to  its  Executive  Council  to  reconsider  and  revise  a  negative 
decision  on  the  GDR’s  membership. 
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India’s  representative  stressed  in  the  Executive  Council  of  UNESCO  that  the 
GDR  was  a  state  with  17  million  inhabitants  who  had  accomplished  great 
achievements  in  the  fields  of  education,  science  and  culture.  Membership  of 
the  GDR  in  UNESCO  would  help  the  latter  in  solving  its  proper  tasks.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  in  admitting  the  GDR,  it  would  be  faithful  to  the  principle  of  uni¬ 
versality. 

The  representative  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  Congo  stated  in  the  World  Health 
Assembly: 

“To  vote  for  the  GDR’s  admission  means  not  only  to  fight  for  our  independence 
and  liberty  but  at  the  same  time  to  defend  peace,  equality  and  health  in  the 
world.  By  taking  a  favourable  decision  we  shall  create  a  still  more  favourable 
situation  for  the  peace,  independence,  progress,  physical,  social  and  mental 
well-being  of  the  fighting  peoples  and  of  the  whole  world.” 

There  is  at  present  no  state  daring  to  dispute  the  GDR’s  fundamental  right  to 
membership  in  the  UNO  system.  What  is  necessary  now  is  to  enforce  this  right 
fully  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  delaying  policies  of  the  FRG  and  some  other 
imperialist  powers. 

The  GDR  repeatedly  suggested  to  the  FRG  that  it  should  likewise  apply  for 
membership  in  the  UN,  since  the  simultaneous  and  equality-based  membership  of 
the  GDR  and  the  FRG  in  the  United  Nations  would  be  of  great  advantage  for  all 
parties.  This  would  reaffirm  the  FRG’s  commitment  to  the  provisions  of  the  UN 
Charter  and  its  obligation  to  apply  and  observe  these  binding  norms  of  inter¬ 
national  law  also  in  its  bilateral  relations.  Nobody  will  deny  that  this  would  be 
an  essential  contribution  towards  detente  and  normalised  relations,  towards  main¬ 
taining  peace  and  security. 

Membership  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  in  the  UN  would  get  the  Organization 
closer  to  universality  and  considerably  add  to  its  potential  for  the  settlement  of 
many  complicated  international  problems. 

The  GDR’s  admission  to  the  United  Nations  as  an  equal  member  is  now  a 
necessity  of  history.  It  is  imperative  if  the  Organization  is  to  solve  its  tasks  in 
keeping  with  its  Charter  on  a  world-wide  scale  and  if  it  is  to  live  up  to  its  great 
responsibility. 

In  the  25  years  that  have  passed  since  its  foundation  the  United  Nations  has 
proved  its  viability.  It  contributed  through  its  activities  to  curb  the  forces  of  ag¬ 
gression  and  to  prevent  a  new  world  conflagration. 

Respect  for  and  observance  of  the  principles  of  the  Charter  of  the  United 
Nations  as  well  as  the  consistent  implementation  of  its  aims  by  all  states  will 
guarantee  that  a  lasting  peace  of  the  world,  based  on  equality  of  rights  and  mutual 
respect  for  all  states  and  peoples,  can  be  assured.  So  far  this  aim  has  not  yet  been 
achieved.  We  will  get  nearer  to  this  aim  by  the  firm  cooperation  of  all  peace- 
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loving  states  and  their  continuous  struggle  against  the  aggressive,  expansionist 
endeavours  of  the  imperialist  states  for  domination. 

It  is  essential  to  fully  apply  and  enforce  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations 
for  the  prosperity  of  mankind. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  State  of  the  GDR,  Walter  Ulbricht,  in  his 
message  to  the  anniversary  session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly,  ex¬ 
pressed  this  pledge: 

“The  Council  of  State,  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  the  people  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  take  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions’  foundation  to  reaffirm  that  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  fully 
exercising  its  sovereign  rights  and  duties,  will  continue  to  make  every  effort 
to  get  the  primary  objective  of  the  United  Nations-to  secure  peace  and  develop 
international  peaceful  cooperation-fulfilled  with  all  states  cooperating  on  an 
equal  footing.” 

It  is  not  only  a  matter  for  governments  or  diplomats,  but  for  all  peace-loving 
peoples,  for  all  social  organizations  whose  principal  aim  it  is  to  maintain  peace,  to 
make  the  principles  of  the  UN  Charter  a  part  of  international  reality. 

Therefore,  it  is  a  special  honour  for  me,  on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary 
of  the  foundation  of  the  United  Nations,  to  express  the  GDR  Government’s 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  German  League  for  the  United  Nations  for  its 
effective  activity  inside  and  outside  the  GDR  under  the  approved  leadership  of 
its  President,  Prof.  Dr.  Steiniger. 

The  League’s  consistent  and  broad  activities  for  the  cause  of  peace  and  inter¬ 
national  understanding  have  given  it  much  international  credit  and  contributed 
essentially  to  overcoming  the  resistance  of  the  West  German  UN  society  against 
its  admission  to  the  World  Federation  of  United  Nations  Associations. 

We  wish  the  German  League  for  the  United  Nations  in  its  capacity  as  active 
member  of  UFUNA  fresh  success  in  fulfilling  its  responsible  tasks. 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  attention. 


Declaration  of  23  October  1970  by  the  GDR  League  for  the  United  Nations 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  United  Nations 


In  Berlin,  the  capital  of  the  GDR,  the  plenary  session  of  the  League  wishes,  on 
the  eve  of  the  UN  anniversary,  both  the  United  Nations  and  all  those  working  for 
the  implementation  of  its  objectives  and  principles  further  success  to  the  benefit 
of  mankind  longing  for  peace,  security  and  normal  international  relations. 

In  the  sense  of  the  messages  of  Walter  Ulbricht,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of 
State  of  the  GDR,  to  the  UN  anniversary  session,  we  consider  the  maintenance  of 
peace,  the  consolidation  of  security  and  the  development  of  equal  cooperation 
among  all  States,  without  regard  to  their  different  social  orders,  to  be  the  main 
task  of  the  United  Nations.  This  requires  membership  for  all  peace-loving  States 
in  the  United  Nations.  Any  further  delay  in  the  admission  of  the  GDR  as  an 
equal  member,  its  continued  preclusion  from  participation  in  special  agencies  or 
regional  organs  of  the  UN,  in  conferences  and  conventions  under  UN  auspices  is 
most  detrimental  to  the  standing  of  the  United  Nations  itself. 

We  welcome  with  satisfaction  the  resolution  for  supporting  the  immediate 
admission  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  to  the  United  Nations  adopted  unanimously 
by  the  Second  European  Regional  Conference  of  the  World  Federation  of  United 
Nations  Associations  (WFUNA)  in  August  this  year  and  expect  all  UN  asso¬ 
ciations  to  intervene  with  their  governments  on  these  lines.  At  the  same  time  we 
thank  all  those  who  have  in  the  same  sense  replied  to  our  international  inquiry, 
among  them  Mr.  Henri  Rolin,  WFUNA’s  honorary  president  and  well-known 
Belgian  politician;  and  we  note  that  no  utterance  to  the  contrary  from  any  UN 
association  has  reached  us  up  to  now. 

The  chance  of  establishing  relationships  corresponding  to  the  UN  principles 
among  all  European  States  should  be  immediately  seized.  The  early  ratification 
of  the  important  agreement  concluded  between  the  USSR  and  the  FRG  on 
12  August  this  year  would  be  an  essential  contribution  to  this  end.  The  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  anniversary  session  of  the  West  German  UN  association  in  West 
Berlin,  which,  as  is  common  knowledge,  is  not  nor  will  be  part  of  the  Federal 
Republic,  appears  as  a  demonstration  from  cold  war  times. 

The  practical  preparation  and  early  convocation  of  an  all-European  conference 
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on  security  and  cooperation  suggested  by  the  community  of  socialist  states  is  on 
the  European  agenda.  We  support  the  resolution  of  WFUNA’s  Second  European 
Regional  Conference  striking  the  same  note,  and  the  idea  to  convene  a  European 
Peoples’  Conference  to  accelerate  the  execution  of  that  proposition. 

Our  full  backing  is  for  a  creative  employment  of  the  UN  principles  for  the 
purpose  of  international  detente  by  constructive  initiatives  such  as  the  Soviet 
peace  plan  for  the  Middle  East,  the  eight-point-proposal  of  the  Republic  of  South 
Vietnam,  the  programme  of  action  of  the  Twenty-fifth  UN  General  Assembly 
against  colonialism,  and  the  USSR’s  fundamental  proposal  for  a  UN  security 
declaration  in  the  spirit  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  international  law,  to 
whose  further  development  the  United  Nations  has  been  considerably  contribut¬ 
ing  in  recent  years.  Our  full  intention  is  for  all  endeavours  to  end  the  arms  race, 
all  efforts  for  general  and  complete  disarmament  in  the  world,  and  notably  for 
a  strict  ban  on  nuclear,  bacteriological  and,  simultaneously,  chemical  weapons. 

The  advancing  force  of  the  peoples  is  required  to  get  all  these  steps  done.  Based 
on  close  friendship  with  the  UN  associations  of  the  USSR  and  the  other  socialist 
countries,  the  UN  League  of  the  GDR  will  exert  greater  efforts  than  it  has  till 
now  to  strengthen  the  democratic  basis  of  the  United  Nations  along  with  all  the 
UN  associations  in  the  world  interested  in  a  genuine  detente.  It  particularly  calls 
upon  the  progressive  youth  in  all  countries  to  join  in  these  efforts. 

To  adapt  the  initial  words  of  the  UN  Charter:  We,  the  peoples,  will  decide  on 
the  United  Nations’  road  and  efficacy  in  the  next  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence. 


Statement  of  5  March  1970  by  GDR  Prime  Minister  Willi  Stoph  on  the  Coming 
into  Force  of  the  Treaty  on  the  Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear  Weapons 


The  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  with  great  satisfaction  the  coming 
into  force  on  5  March  1970  of  the  Treaty  on  the  Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear 
Weapons. 

Convinced  that  the  conclusion  of  this  Treaty  can  contribute  to  a  significant  ex¬ 
tent  toward  banning  the  danger  of  a  devastating  nuclear  war,  the  Government  of 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  for  years  contributed  actively  toward  work¬ 
ing  out  the  Treaty.  She  signed  it  as  early  as  1  July  1968  as  one  of  the  first  states 
to  do  so,  and  already  deposited  the  ratification  document  over  four  mounths  ago. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  regards  the  Treaty  as  an  important  point  of 
departure  for  achieving  effective  progress  in  the  struggle  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
nuclear  arms  race  with  the  aim  of  general  and  total  disarmament. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  this  world-wide  Treaty,  which  has  been  signed 
by  nearly  one  hundred  states  up  to  now,  commitments  that  are  binding  in  inter¬ 
national  law  upon  all  have  been  created  to  abstain  from  every  proliferation  of 
nuclear  weapons  and  terminate  the  striving  of  non-nuclear-weapon  states  to  gain 
access  to  nuclear  weapons  in  any  form  whatsoever.  This  also  applies  particularly 
to  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  which  still  has  not  ratified  the  Treaty  up 
to  now,  which  linked  the  signature  under  the  Treaty  with  the  proclamation  of 
numerous  essential  preconditions,  and  which  has  not  given  up  her  attempts  to 
gain  control  over  nuclear  weapons  within  the  framework  of  NATO  or  through 
production  agreements  with  other  states. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  proposed  the  renunciation  of  “the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  weapons  or  any  form  of  control  over  them”  in  the  draft  treaty  on 
the  establishment  of  equal  relations  between  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  which  she 
sent  the  West  German  Federal  Republic.  This  proposal  is  still  significant  even 
now  that  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  has  come  into  force.  After  two 
frightful  world  wars  started  from  German  soil,  bringing  in  their  wake  70  million 
dead  and  terrible  suffering  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  FRG  and  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  are  especially  committed  to  help  remove  the  danger  of  a 
new  and  this  time  nuclear  war,  renounce  every  kind  of  nuclear  armament,  and 
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contribute  by  appropriate  actions  toward  the  safeguarding  of  European  security 
and  world  peace. 

The  Treaty  on  the  Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear  Weapons  envisages  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  an  effective  control  by  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
(IAEA),  one  of  the  agencies  of  the  United  Nations  Organization.  Putting  such  a 
control  system  into  effect  is  all  the  more  pressing  since  endeavours  are  still  being 
made  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  to  evade  genuine  controls  in  order 
so  to  keep  open  the  road  to  control  over  nuclear  weapons. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  long  declared  herself  ready  to  conclude 
in  accordance  with  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  and  the  IAEA’s  safe¬ 
guards  system  an  appropriate  control  agreement  between  the  GDR  Government 
and  IAEA.  What  the  GDR  expects  of  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  is  that 
she  for  her  part  immediately  executes  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  on  the  Non- 
Proliferation  of  Nuclear  Weapons  and  also  places  under  the  internationally  valid 
control  of  IAEA  all  her  atomic  energy  plant,  including  the  gas  separation  unit  she 
is  due  to  construct  in  conjunction  with  Great  Britain  and  the  Netherlands. 

The  fact  that  reaching  an  agreement  on  such  a  Treaty  was  possible,  that  no 
state  was  and  is  excluded  from  signing  it,  and  that  it  has  now  been  enforced,  en¬ 
courages  the  making  of  further  initiative  efforts  to  solve  in  a  similar  manner  pro¬ 
blems  of  peace  and  security  which  have  matured  and  become  urgent. 


Statement  of  16  June  1970  by  the  GDR  Government  on  the  Question  of  the 
Strengthening  of  International  Security 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  noted  with  satisfaction 
that  the  Twenty-Fourth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly,  on  the 
basis  of  a  draft  appeal  to  all  states  of  the  world  submitted  by  the  Government  of 
the  USSR,  has  dealt  with  important  and  urgent  matters  of  the  strengthening  of 
international  security,  and  that  it  adopted  a  relevant  Resolution. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  the  demand 
raised  in  that  Resolution  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  its 
existence,  the  United  Nations  Organization  should  discuss  measures  and  submit 
recommendations  to  contribute  to  maintaining  peace,  guaranteeing  security  and 
promoting  disarmament  and  economic  and  social  progress  of  all  mankind.  It 
shares  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  Resolution  that  international  security  requires 
a  strict  observation  of  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  GDR  has  in  all  its  policies  been  guided  by  these  principles,  and  also 
in  its  application  for  membership  in  the  United  Nations  Organization  it  declared 
that  it  was  willing  to  assume  and  fulfil  all  duties  arising  from  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  always  considered 
it  its  foremost  international  duty  to  see  to  it  that  no  war  must  ever  again  start 
from  German  soil.  The  Constitution  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  pro¬ 
hibits  militaristic  and  revanchist  propaganda  and  participation  of  its  citizens  in 
preparing  for  or  committing  warlike  acts  to  suppress  other  peoples.  Faithful  to 
this  principle  of  its  Constitution,  the  Government  of  the  GDR  supports  any 
action  which  is  suitable  to  help  ensure  peace  and  security  in  the  world. 

The  past  and  present  time  of  Europe  has  seen  many  events  decisive  for  inter¬ 
national  security.  On  this  continent  two  devastating  world  wars  were  unleashed 
by  German  imperialism,  for  which  the  peoples  had  to  pay  a  tremendous  price  in 
lives  and  property.  Although  Hitlerite  fascism  was  smashed  as  a  result  of  World 
War  II,  there  remain  grave  dangers  in  Europe  for  world  peace  because  the 
Government  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  does  not  recognize  the  territorial 
status  quo  and  the  present  borders  and  seeks  to  revise  the  results  of  World  War  II. 
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Constructive  measures  towards  strengthening  peace  and  security  on  the  European 
continent  are  therefore  an  urgent  necessity  to  consolidate  peace  and  security  on 
an  international  scale. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly  tabled  concrete  proposals  on 
measures  to  ensure  European  security.  It  is  among  the  sponsors  of  the  proposal 
that  an  all-European  security  conference  should  be  convened,  and  works  for  an 
early  holding  of  such  a  conference  without  preconditions,  and  with  equal  participa¬ 
tion  of  all  European  states.  In  the  interest  of  creating  a  truly  healthy  political 
atmosphere  in  Europe  and  improving  the  relations  between  all  European  states, 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  holds  the  view  that  this  conference  should 
discuss  matters  the  solution  of  which  is  possible  at  present  and  which  also  have 
favourable  effects  on  the  stability  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  and  the  world. 

An  all-European  security  conference  could  be  a  first  step  on  the  road  towards 
creating  a  European  security  system  which-borne  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the 
European  states  and  in  accordance  with  the  UN  Charter-would  essentially  con¬ 
tribute  to  strengthening  international  security. 

The  interests  of  strengthening  peace  and  international  security  require  that  the 
relations  among  states  with  different  social  orders  be  guided  by  the  principles  of 
peaceful  coexistence  and  that  all  states  strictly  observe  the  principles  of  the  UN 
Charter  in  their  international  relations.  Only  by  observing  the  principles  of  so¬ 
vereignty,  equality  of  rights,  respect  for  territorial  integrity  and  non-interference 
in  domestic  affairs  and  the  principle  of  peacefully  settling  disputes  in  the  relations 
among  states  with  different  social  orders  will  it  be  possible  to  remove  existing 
hotbeds  of  tension  and  achieve  genuine  progress  in  the  securing  of  peace. 

Proceeding  from  this,  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
has  proposed  to  the  Government  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  to  establish 
equal  relations  on  the  basis  of  international  law,  and  submitted  a  relevant  draft 
treaty.  This  draft  treaty  is  fully  in  line  with  the  considerations  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  Resolution  2606  (XXIV)  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on 
the  “strengthening  of  international  security”.  Essential  elements  of  international 
security  are  the  principal  contents  of  this  draft  treaty,  especially  as  regards 

-  agreement  on  normal,  equal  relations,  free  from  any  discrimination,  between 
the  GDR  and  the  FRG  on  the  basis  of  the  generally  recognized  principles  and 
norms  of  international  law; 

-  mutual  recognition  of  the  present  territories  with  the  existing  borders,  and  their 
inviolability; 

-  renunciation  of  the  threat  or  use  of  force  in  their  mutual  relations  and  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  settle  between  themselves  all  their  disputes  in  a  peaceful  way  and 
by  peaceful  means ;  and 

-  application  for  admission  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  to  the  United  Nations 
Organization. 
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The  provisions  of  this  draft  treaty  lie  in  the  interest  of  the  peoples  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  and  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  of  all  peoples 
and  states  interested  in  peace.  The  conclusion  of  such  a  treaty  would  help  put  an 
end  to  the  policy  of  non-recognition  of  the  territorial  status  quo  and  the  revision 
of  the  results  of  World  War  II,  which  policy  is  directed  against  detente  and 
threatens  peace,  still  poisons  the  atmosphere  in  Europe  and  endangers  European 
security. 

The  peoples  and  states  of  the  world  are  confronted  with  the  challenge  to  help 
strengthening  international  security  by  means  of  concrete  deeds.  The  imperialist 
policy  of  aggression  still  gives  rise  to  tension  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  military  aggressions  are  committed  against  independent  states.  Indicative  of 
this  are,  above  all,  the  US  aggression  against  the  peoples  of  Vietnam,  Laos  and 
Cambodia  and  Israel’s  aggressive  acts  against  the  Arab  states,  which  constitute 
a  gross  violation  of  the  UN  Charter. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  expresses  the  hope  that 
the  Twenty-Fifth  Session  of  the  UN  General  Assembly  will  take  decisions  which 
will  contribute  towards  strengthening  international  security  and  enable  the  United 
Nations  to  take  measures  towards  eliminating  the  danger  of  war  and  towards 
suppressing  acts  of  aggression.  This  requires  the  full  implementation  of  the 
principle  of  universality  in  the  United  Nations  system,  the  elimination  of  any 
discrimination  and  the  ensuring  of  equality-based  participation  by  all  peace- 
loving  states  in  international  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  ready  to  actively  sup¬ 
port  any  such  steps  to  guarantee  peace  and  security. 


Statement  of  10  September  1970  by  the  GDR  Government  to  the  Twenty-fifth 
Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on  Agenda  Item  “Consideration 
of  Measures  for  the  Strengthening  of  International  Security ” 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  and  supports  the 
efforts  to  have  the  question  of  strengthening  international  security  discussed  at  the 
Twenty-Fifth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  in  a  detailed  and 
comprehensive  manner.  The  need  to  strengthen  international  security  is  at  present 
particularly  topical  because  of  conflicts  and  hotbeds  of  tension  existing  in  various 
regions  of  the  world  which  impede  the  peaceful  cooperation  of  states  and  strain 
and  aggravate  the  international  situation.  Still,  tensions  are  being  stirred  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  by  imperialist  policies  of  force  and  military  aggressions 
committed  against  independent  states.  The  clearest  examples  are  the  US  aggres- 
sionsagainst  the  peoples  of  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  and  Israel’s  aggressive 
acts  against  the  Arab  states,  which  constitute  a  gross  violation  of  the  principles 
and  resolutions  of  the  United  Nations. 

A  state  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  naturally 
pays  special  attention  to  questions  of  ensuring  security  on  this  continent.  After 
two  world  wars  started  from  Europe  in  this  century,  the  situation  here  and  now 
gives  no  reason  either  to  be  unconcerned.  If  a  military  conflict  broke  out  in  this 
part  of  the  globe  it  would,  under  the  present  conditions,  have  devastating  con¬ 
sequences  not  only  for  Europe  but  for  the  whole  world.  Influential  forces  are  at 
work  who  do  not  cease  to  question  the  territorial  status  quo  in  Europe  and  to  seek 
a  revision  of  the  results  of  World  War  II.  However,  European  history  has  amply 
shown  that  such  efforts  entail  a  permanent  state  of  insecurity  and  threaten  world 
peace. 

The  basic  requirement  for  guaranteeing  European  security  is  to  recognize  the 
final  character  of  the  results  of  World  War  Il-in  particular  the  territorial  status 
quo  on  this  continent  and  the  existing  borders-which  were  achieved  at  a  heavy 
sacrifice  in  the  struggle  of  the  peoples  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition.  The  ensuring 
of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  very  much  depends  on  a  normal  situation  to  be 
brought  about  and  guaranteed  at  the  lines  of  contact  between  the  biggest  military 
coalitions  of  the  present  time,  the  Warsaw  Treaty  and  NATO.  Such  a  situation  is 
still  disturbed  at  present,  not  least  by  a  policy  of  non-recognition  of  the  German 
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Democratic  Republic  and  disregard  for  its  sovereign  rights.  It  is  therefore  a 
precept  of  European  and  international  security  to  establish  normal  relations  in 
international  law  with  the  GDR. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  takes  occasion  of  the 
discussion  of  questions  of  international  security  by  the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly  to  stress  that  it  supports  all  measures  guaranteeing  reliably  and  in  a 
manner  binding  under  international  law  the  territorial  status  quo  in  Europe  and 
the  territorial  integrity  of  the  European  states.  The  Government  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  attaches  special  importance  to  the  conclusion  of  bilateral 
and  multilateral  agreements  on  the  renunciation  of  the  threat  of  or  use  of  force 
in  the  relations  among  states. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  the  treaty 
between  the  USSR  and  the  FRG  of  12  August  1970.  The  treaty  reflects  the 
general  endeavour  of  the  USSR  and  other  socialist  states  to  contribute  towards 
a  relaxation  of  tension  and  create  an  atmosphere  of  peaceful  international  co¬ 
operation. 

A  significant  step  on  the  road  towards  strengthening  European  security  and, 
consequently,  international  security  would  be  an  all-European  security  conference. 
The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  one  of  the  sponsors  of 
the  proposal  to  convene  such  a  conference.  It  cooperates  actively  in  bringing  about 
the  conference  without  any  delay  and  in  ensuring  its  successful  course.  The 
Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  convinced  that  an  all- 
European  security  conference  would  be  an  appropriate  way  of  helping  towards  a 
system  of  European  security  which,  relying  on  the  joint  efforts  of  the  European 
states  and  in  accordance  with  the  Charter  and  the  important  resolutions  of  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly,  would  serve  to  safeguard  and  strengthen 
international  peace.  Such  a  development  in  Europe  would  meet  the  stipulations  of 
the  United  Nations  Charter  which  provide  for  regional  arrangements  and  the 
constitution  of  regional  agencies  to  deal  with  matters  relating  to  the  maintenance 
of  international  peace  and  security. 

In  defining  its  position  on  questions  of  international  security,  which  are  im¬ 
portant  and  topical  for  all  peoples  and  states  alike,  the  Government  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic  has  been  aware  that  the  United  Nations  Charter  re¬ 
presents  the  basis  of  international  cooperation,  the  ensuring  of  peace  and  the 
development  of  equality-based  relations  among  states.  Proceeding  therefrom, 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  declared  in  its  application  for  admission  to 
the  United  Nations  Organization  that  it  is  willing  to  conscientiously  fulfil  all 
obligations  arising  from  the  United  Nations  Charter. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  shares  the  view  prevail¬ 
ing  in  the  international  public  that  the  universality  of  the  United  Nations  is  an 
essential  prerequisite  for  the  Organization’s  effectiveness.  The  United  Nations 
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Organization  was  founded  after  World  War  II  with  a  view  to  creating  reliable 
guarantees  for  the  maintenance  of  peace.  As  its  twenty-five  years  of  existence 
prove,  it  can  fully  meet  this  difficult  and  responsible  task  only  if  all  states  pursu¬ 
ing  policies  in  accordance  with  its  Charter  are  enabled  to  cooperate  in  attaining 
this  goal  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  which  from  the  very  first  day  of  its 
existence  has  subscribed  to  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  and 
actively  supports  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Organization;  which  maintains  wide 
international  relations  and  ranks  among  the  ten  most  efficient  industrial  states  of 
the  world,  has  a  legitimate  claim  to  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  United 
Nations  as  an  equal  member.  Membership  of  the  GDR  in  the  world  organization 
would  accord  with  realities  and  be  in  keeping  with  the  generally  accepted 
principles  of  international  law.  And  this  would  undoubtedly  produce  favourable 
effects  on  the  activities  of  the  United  Nations  and  its  weight  in  international  rela¬ 
tions. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  shares  the  desire  of  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  states  that  the  Twenty-Fifth  Session  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  adopt  measures  serving  to  strengthen  international 
security  and  enabling  the  United  Nations  Organization  to  help  eliminate  situa¬ 
tions  of  international  conflict  and  check  acts  of  aggression. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  would  therefore  welcome 
it  if  the  Twenty-Fifth  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  upon  discussing  questions 
of  international  security,  would  take  a  decision  on  the  major  targets  and  tasks 
relating  thereto. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  they 
should  include,  first  of  all,  the  strict  observance  of  the  principles  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter  in  international  relations,  in  particular  the  principle  of  sovereign 
equality  of  states  in  order  to  exclude  any  discrimination;  the  principle  of  uni¬ 
versality  in  international  organizations  and  equality-based  participation  of  all 
peaceloving  states  in  international  cooperation.  This  requires,  at  the  same  time, 
consistent  respect  for  the  principle  of  territorial  integrity  and  prohibition  of  ag¬ 
gression,  which  implies  the  prohibition  of  conquering  and  annexing  foreign  terri¬ 
tories  by  means  of  aggression  and  the  strict  observance  of  the  Security  Council 
decisions  relating  to  the  withdrawal  of  foreign  troops  from  occupied  territories. 
To  this  end  it  is  necessary  to  enhance  the  effectiveness  of  the  United  Nations 
Organization,  above  all  of  the  Security  Council  which  bears  the  main  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  maintenance  of  international  peace  and  security. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  also  attaches  great 
importance  to  the  setting  up  of  regional  security  systems  on  the  basis  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter,  as  it  has  been  envisaged  by  the  states  of  the  Warsaw 
Treaty  with  respect  to  Europe  in  their  proposal  to  convene  an  all-European 
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security  conference.  It  holds  that  the  demand  for  general  and  complete  disarma¬ 
ment  should  be  promoted  by  partial  solutions  in  the  fields  of  regional  and  world¬ 
wide  arms  limitation  and  disarmament. 

Of  utmost  importance  is  the  ultimate  implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the 
Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples  and  the  ending 
of  wars  of  suppression  and  aggression  waged  by  imperialist  powers  against  the 
peoples  of  Indo-China,  the  Middle  East,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  Unless  these 
questions  are  settled,  peace  cannot  be  really  safeguarded  and  cooperation  benefit¬ 
ing  all  peoples  be  achieved. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  again  expresses  its  firm 
determination  to  actively  support  all  measures  conducive  to  strengthening  inter¬ 
national  security  and  maintaining  world  peace  and  to  work  with  all  peace-loving 
states  of  the  world  for  their  implementation. 


Statement  of  14  October  1970  by  the  GDR  Government  to  the  Twenty-fifth 
Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on  the  Question  of  Disarma¬ 
ment  and  Arms  Limitation 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  pays  great  attention  to  the 
discussion  of  questions  of  disarmament  and  arms  limitation  at  the  Twenty-fifth 
Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly.  It  avails  itself  of  the  opportunity 
to  notify  the  General  Assembly  of  its  point  of  view  on  these  issues  which  are 
equally  important  to  all  peoples  and  states. 

In  conformity  with  the  Governments  of  a  majority  of  states,  the  Government 
of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  considers  general  and  complete  disarmament 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  international  politics.  That  is  why  it 
supports  any  proposal  suitable  to  come  closer  to  general  and  complete  disarma¬ 
ment.  The  German  Democratic  Republic  also  agrees  with  the  majority  of  the 
other  states  that  arrangements  on  arms  limitation  and  disarmament  in  the  field 
of  weapons  of  mass  destruction  are  a  priority.  Partial  measures  taken  in  this 
direction  would  considerably  decrease  the  danger  of  war,  have  a  favourable 
impact  on  the  international  political  climate  and  pave  the  way  to  general  and 
complete  disarmament. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  general  and  complete  disarmament  can  essentially  be  promoted  by  easing 
international  tension  and  by  global  and  regional  security  measures.  Proceeding 
from  this  consideration  and  in  view  of  its  geographical  situation  in  the  heart  of 
Europe,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  pays  special  attention  to  safeguarding 
security  in  Europe. 

Two  disastrous  world  wars  which  started  in  Europe  and  involved  great  sacri¬ 
fices  by  the  peoples  all  over  the  world  have  shown  that  insecurity  and  tension  in 
Europe  constitute  a  serious  threat  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  whole  world. 
Another  military  conflict  in  Europe  would  have  devastating  consequences  not 
only  for  this  continent  but  for  the  world  at  large. 

Europe  was  and  still  is  a  sensitive  spot  of  international  security.  Detente, 
understanding  and  cooperation  in  Europe  are,  to  a  large  extent,  suited  to  exert 
a  favourable  influence  on  the  strengthening  of  international  security  and  world¬ 
wide  arms  limitation  and  disarmament.  In  order  to  safeguard  peace  and  security 
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in  Europe,  the  recognition  of  the  results  of  World  War  II  and  in  particular  of 
the  territorial  status  quo  and  the  frontiers  is  not  only  necessary  but-as  recent 
events  have  clearly  shown-also  feasible. 

Conditions  for  regional  and  global  measures  of  arms  limitation  and  disarma¬ 
ment  would  be  essentially  improved  if  the  relations  between  European  states 
with  different  social  systems  were  organized  on  the  basis  of  the  principles  of 
peaceful  coexistence.  This  applies,  in  particular,  to  the  relations  between  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  Along  the 
frontier  between  the  two  states,  over  1,000  km.  long,  the  largest  military  coalitions 
of  the  present  time,  NATO  and  the  Warsaw  Treaty,  directly  face  each  other. 
In  this  connection  it  has  to  be  taken  into  account  that  the  military  budget  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  has  been  continuously  enlarged  and  is  to  increase 
by  another  2,000  million  marks  in  1972,  and  that  large  numbers  of  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  are  stockpiled  in  the  territory  of  that  state. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  not  only  at  all  times 
actively  supported  measures  of  arms  limitation  and  disarmament  on  a  world-wide 
scale  but  has  repeatedly  tabled  its  own  constructive  proposals  for  regional 
measures  in  this  field.  Arrangements  by  the  GDR  and  the  FRG  on  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  the  development,  production  and  stockpiling  of  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  weapons  in  their  respective  territories  and  on  a  considerable  cut  of  arms 
expenditures  by  both  states,  as  has  repeatedly  been  proposed  by  the  German 
Democratic  Republic,  would  serve  detente  in  Europe  and  facilitate  world-wide 
measures  of  disarmament  and  arms  limitation. 

The  conclusion  and  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Treaty  on  the  Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion  of  Nuclear  Weapons  have  shown  that  it  is  possible  to  make  arrangements  on 
arms  limitation  which  will  check  a  further  increase  of  the  danger  of  a  nuclear  war. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  can  rightly  claim  that  it  has  made  an  active 
contribution  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty,  that  it  was  among  the  first  states 
to  sign  it  and  that  it  has  helped  to  put  it  into  effect  by  its  immediate  and  un¬ 
conditional  ratification.  The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
agrees  with  the  points  of  view  of  many  governments  that  the  comprehensive  effi¬ 
cacy  of  that  significant  Treaty  is  a  key  question  of  the  international  struggle  for 
arms  limitation  and  disarmament.  That  is  why  the  GDR,  consistently  fulfilling 
the  obligations  laid  down  in  the  Treaty,  has  created  all  such  conditions  in  its  terri¬ 
tory  as  are  necessary  for  its  operation,  and  has  officially  declared  its  readiness  to 
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  to  enter  into  negotiations  on  a  safeguards 
agreement  to  be  concluded  according  to  Article  III  of  the  Treaty. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  approves  the  Draft 
Treaty  on  the  Prohibition  of  the  Emplacement  of  Weapons  of  Mass  Destruction 
on  the  Sea-Bed  and  the  Ocean  Floor  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Session  of  the  UN  General  Assembly  for  discussion.  This  treaty  is  appro- 
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priate  to  prevent  a  new  phase  of  the  world-wide  arms  race.  It  also  creates  more 
favourable  conditions  for  additional  measures  of  arms  limitation,  in  particular  for 
the  prevention  of  any  military  misuse  of  the  sea-bed  and  for  the  peaceful  use 
of  these  two  thirds  of  our  globe’s  surface.  The  German  Democratic  Republic,  a 
coastal  state  at  the  Baltic  Sea,  together  with  the  USSR  and  the  Polish  People’s 
Republic,  stated  in  a  “Declaration  on  the  Continental  Shelf  in  the  Baltic  Sea” 
in  1968:  “The  continental  shelf  of  the  Baltic  Sea  may  be  used  by  all  states  for 
peaceful  purposes  only.”  The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
affirms  that  it  will  actively  support,  within  the  bounds  of  its  possibilities,  the 
conclusion  of  the  Treaty  on  the  Prohibition  of  the  Emplacement  of  Weapons  of 
Mass  Destruction  on  the  Sea-Bed  and  the  Ocean  Floor  and  declares  its  readiness 
to  sign  it. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  being  a  party  to  the  Geneva  Protocol  of 
17  June  1925  and  completely  agreeing  with  the  statements  of  Resolution  2603  A 
(XXIV)  of  the  UN  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  this  Protocol,  considers  that 
strict  observance  of  the  prohibition  expressed  in  1925  of  the  use  of  C  and  B 
weapons  is  a  basis  for  future  arrangements  on  the  prohibition  of  the  production 
and  the  destruction  of  those  highly  insidious  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  Like 
most  of  the  governments,  the  Government  of  the  GDR  holds  the  view  that-in 
view  of  the  tremendous  dangers  to  all  mankind  arising  from  chemical  and  bacteri¬ 
ological  weapons  of  mass  destruction-it  is  high  time  to  conclude  a  convention 
on  the  prohibition  of  the  development,  production  and  stockpiling  of  these  weapons 
and  their  destruction. 

That  is  why  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  supports  the 
relevant  draft  convention  submitted  by  the  People’s  Republic  of  Bulgaria,  the 
Byelorussian  Soviet  Socialist  Republic,  the  Czechoslovak  Socialist  Republic,  the 
Hungarian  People’s  Republic,  the  Mongolian  People’s  Republic,  the  Polish 
People’s  Republic,  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Romania,  the  Ukrainian  Soviet  So¬ 
cialist  Republic  and  the  USSR  at  the  Twenty-fourth  Session  of  the  UN  General 
Assembly  and  amended  at  the  latest  session  of  the  Conference  of  the  Committee 
on  Disarmament.  The  Government  of  the  GDR  holds  that  such  a  convention 
would  be  appropriate  to  relieve  mankind  from  the  disastrous  threat  by  these 
weapons  of  mass  destruction,  and  would  welcome  it  if  the  jubilee  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  would  make  a  positive  contribution  towards  bringing  about  a 
general  prohibition  of  C  and  B  weapons. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  assures  that  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  any  measure  which  will  help  to  curb  or  abolish  the  dangers 
resulting  from  weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  which  will  put  an  end  to  the  arms 
race  and  contribute  towards  coming  closer  to  general  and  complete  disarmament. 
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Telegram  of  26  October  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Otto  Winzer,  to  the  President  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  on  the  adoption  of  the 
“ Declaration  on  Principles  of  International  Law  concerning  Friendly  Relations 
and  Cooperation  among  States  in  accordance  with  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations ” 


The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  adopted  the  Declaration  on 
Principles  of  International  Law  concerning  Friendly  Relations  and  Cooperation 
among  States  in  accordance  with  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

It  welcomes  the  codification  and  progressive  development  of  principles  of  in¬ 
ternational  law  on  whose  strict  observance  by  all  states  the  strengthening  of  peace 
and  international  security  considerably  depends. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  considers  the  Declaration  as  a  way  of  ef¬ 
fective  support  of  the  struggle  of  all  peace-loving  peoples  and  states  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  cessation  of  imperialist  aggressive  acts  against  the  Vietnamese  people 
and  the  Arab  peoples  and  for  the  elimination  of  the  consequences  of  those  im¬ 
perialist  aggressions. 

The  Declaration  underlines  the  inalienable  right  of  all  peoples  to  independence 
and  the  constitution  of  independent  states.  The  German  Democratic  Republic 
holds  the  view  that  the  unrestricted  enforcement  of  this  principle  will  effectively 
help  the  peoples  still  forcibly  suppressed  by  colonialism,  neo-colonialism  and 
racism. 

The  principles  of  international  law  concerning  friendly  relations  and  coopera¬ 
tion  among  states,  reaffirmed  and  formulated  in  concrete  terms  in  the  Declaration, 
are  of  primary  importance  for  guaranteeing  peace  and  security  in  Europe.  To¬ 
gether  with  other  states  the  German  Democratic  Republic  makes  great  efforts  to 
ensure  that  the  principles  of  international  law  codified  in  the  Declaration  will  be 
effectively  and  unrestrictedly  applied,  in  accordance  with  the  UN  Charter,  in  the 
relations  among  all  European  states,  too.  The  acknowledgement  by  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  of  the  basic  principles  of  valid  international  law 
constitutes  a  rebuff  to  those  revanchist  forces  hostile  to  detente  which  have  made 
the  changing  of  the  territorial  status  quo  in  Europe  their  programme  and  oppose 
equality-based  relations  under  international  law  among  all  European  states. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  which  since  its  foundation  has  been  guided 
by  the  principles  of  the  UN  Charter  and  consistently  fulfilled  its  obligations  under 
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international  law  ensuing  from  the  Potsdam  Agreement  and  other  documents  of 
the  anti-Hitler  coalition,  has  proclaimed  the  generally  accepted  rules  of  inter¬ 
national  law  serving  peace  and  peaceful  cooperation  of  states  as  principles  of  its 
socialist  Constitution.  In  continuous  pursuance  of  its  policy,  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  will  also  in  future  do  everything  it  can  to  ensure  that  all  states 
refrain  in  their  international  relations  from  the  threat  or  use  of  force  against 
the  territorial  integrity  or  political  independence  of  any  other  state. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will  continue  to  unswervingly  stand  for  the 
full  implementation  of  the  principle  of  sovereign  equality  according  to  which  all 
states  are  equal  members  of  the  international  community.  Also  in  future,  it  will 
strictly  respect  the  principle  committing  all  states  to  universal  cooperation  without 
any  discrimination,  as  well  as  the  other  principles  of  international  law  codified  in 
the  Declaration. 

Appreciating  the  importance  of  the  document,  the  German  Democratic  Repub¬ 
lic  declares  its  readiness  to  join  the  Declaration  on  Principles  of  International  Law 
concerning  Friendly  Relations  and  Cooperation  among  States  in  accordance  with 
the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

I  ask  Your  Excellency  to  bring  this  telegram  to  the  notice  of  all  Member  States 
of  the  United  Nations  and  to  have  it  circulated  as  an  official  document  of  the 
General  Assembly  on  agenda  item  “Consideration  of  Principles  of  International 
Law  concerning  friendly  relations  and  cooperation  among  States  in  accordance 
with  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations”. 


Statement  of  15  September  1970  by  a  Spokesman  for  the  GDR  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  discussion  of  the  so-called  Korean  Question 
at  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 


The  Government  of  the  Korean  People’s  Democratic  Republic  has  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  in  which  it  endorses  the  proposal  tabled  by  the  USSR  and  another  15  so¬ 
cialist  and  non-aligned  states  that  the  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  US  troops 
stationed  in  South  Korea  under  misuse  of  the  UN  flag,  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
“United  Nations  Commission  for  the  Unification  and  Rehabilitation  of  Korea”  be 
placed  on  the  provisional  agenda  of  the  XXVth  session  of  the  UN  General 
Assembly. 

A  spokesman  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  GDR  stated  in  this  con¬ 
nection  that  the  GDR  Government  decisively  condemns  the  over  25  years  of 
South  Korea’s  unlawful  occupation  by  US  troops,  and  emphatically  calls  for  the 
immediate  and  complete  withdrawal  of  these  troops  from  South  Korea. 

The  forced  consolidation  of  South  Korea  as  an  aggressive  base  and  the  con¬ 
tinuous  provocations  against  the  Korean  People’s  Democratic  Republic  by  US 
imperialism  and  the  Pak  Chong  Hi  regime  make  it  clearly  manifest  that  the 
presence  of  the  US  troops  in  South  Korea  runs  counter  to  the  principles  of  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Nations,  and  endangers  peace  and  security  in  the  Far  East. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  US  troops  of  occupation  from  South  Korea  and  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  UN  Commission  for  the  Unification  and  Rehabilitation  of  Korea, 
which  the  United  States  have  been  misusing  for  two  decades  to  interfere  in  Korea’s 
internal  affairs,  are  urgent  steps  necessary  to  lessen  tension  in  the  Far  East  and  to 
give  the  Korean  people  the  chance  to  settle  their  vital  questions  peacefully. 

The  GDR  Government  shares  the  opinion  held  by  the  KPDR  Government  that 
participation  by  its  representative  in  deliberations  by  UN  bodies  about  questions 
that  concern  Korea  directly  is  one  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  Korean  people. 

The  spokesman  voiced  the  hopes  of  the  Government  of  the  GDR  that  the  UN 
member-states  will  resolve  the  withdrawal  from  South  Korea  of  the  US  occupa¬ 
tion  forces  and  the  dissolution  of  the  UN  Commission  for  the  Unification  and 
Rehabilitation  of  Korea  in  accordance  with  their  lofty  commitment  to  fulfil  the 
principles  and  objectives  of  the  UN  Charter.  This  would  meet  the  strivings  of  the 
Korean  people  for  peace  and  security,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  all  nations. 
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Telegram  of  30  November  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Otto  Winzer,  to  the  President  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the 

United  Nations  General  Assembly  with  regard  to  Resolution  2645  (XXV ) 

on  the  condemnation  of  “ Aerial  Hijacking  or  Interference  with  Civil  Air  Travel ” 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  pursued  with  interest 
the  discussions  of  the  twenty-fifth  session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
on  the  issue  of  “Aerial  Hijacking  or  Interference  with  Civil  Air  Travel”.  It  con¬ 
siders  that  unlawful  and  violent  interferences  with  civil  air  travel  corresponding 
with  international  rules  and  customs  are  crimes  which  directly  jeopardize  human 
security  and  lives  and  disturb  peaceful  international  cooperation. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  therefore  supports  the 
invitation  to  all  states  decided  on  25  November  1970  by  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  to  take  appropriate  measures  to  prevent  aerial  hijackings  and 
to  prosecute  and  bring  to  trial  those  guilty  of  such  crimes. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  prepared  to  comply 
with  that  invitation  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  by  taking  appro¬ 
priate  measures  on  its  own  territory  and  to  cooperate  on  an  international  scale 
with  the  United  Nations  and  other  international  organizations  and  states  in 
preventing,  prosecuting  and  punishing  such  crimes. 

To  make  concerted  international  steps  effective,  the  Government  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic  deems  it  indispensable  that  all  states  participate  on  an 
equal  basis  in  international  conferences  and  treaties  aiming  at  the  elimination  of 
dangers  to  civil  air  travel. 

Therefore  it  expresses  the  hope  that  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  participate  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  Diplomatic  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  convened  by  the  International  Civil  Aviation  Organization  at  The 
Hague  from  1  to  16  December  1970  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  on  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  unlawful  seizure  of  aircraft. 

I  ask  you,  Mr.  President,  to  circulate  to  the  member  states  of  the  United 
Nations  this  statement  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
concerning  the  General  Assembly’s  invitation  to  all  states  to  take  appropriate 
measures  against  aerial  hijacking,  as  an  official  document  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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Statement  of  10  September  1970  by  the  GDR  Government  on  the 
Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  Adoption  of  the  “Declaration  on  the  Granting  of 
Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples” 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  takes  occasion  of  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence 
to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples  to  reaffirm  that  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  resolutely  advocates  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  colonial  system  and 
the  overcoming  of  any  kind  of  colonial  oppression  and  neo-colonialist  exploita¬ 
tion.  Devoted  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  its  socialist  constitution  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter,  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  supports  consistently  the  efforts  of  the  peoples  aimed  at  gaining 
freedom,  independence  and  national  self-determination. 

In  the  decade  elapsed  since  the  Declaration  was  adopted,  the  majority  of  the 
formerly  colonially  suppressed  territories  have  gained  their  national  independence. 
The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  developed  friendly  relations  and  a  close, 
trustful  cooperation  with  many  of  these  young  states  on  the  basis  of  mutual 
respect  for  sovereignty  and  equality  of  rights.  The  GDR  has  been  anxious  to 
promote  the  creation  of  a  sound  basis  for  an  independent  development  of  these 
states  in  the  political,  economic,  scientific,  technological  and  cultural  fields.  The 
German  Democratic  Republic  will  continue  to  help  with  all  its  potentials  and 
possibilities  that  the  humanitarian  aims  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of 
Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples  be  completely  achieved.  Along 
these  lines,  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  on  its  terri¬ 
tory  taken  all  the  measures  envisaged  in  the  United  Nations  decisions  and  resolu¬ 
tions  to  implement  the  Declaration.  This  applies,  in  particular,  to  the  sanctions 
imposed  by  the  United  Nations  against  the  racialist  regimes  in  South  Africa  and 
Southern  Rhodesia.  Since  long  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  had  no 
relations  whatsoever  with  the  racialist  regimes  in  southern  Africa.  It  has  been 
supporting  the  struggle  of  the  African  population  for  their  equality  in  many  ways 
and  in  this  spirit  made  a  financial  contribution  to  the  UN  Trust  Fund  for  South 
Africa. 

Not  all  peoples  are  free  of  colonial  oppression  and  exploitation  yet.  The 
peoples  of  South  Africa,  Zimbabwe,  and  Namibia  are  still  refused  the  right  to 
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decide  their  own  destinies  by  themselves.  Disregarding  UN  resolutions,  Portugal, 
a  NATO  state,  persists  in  its  bloody  war  of  oppression  against  the  peoples  of 
Angola,  Mozambique,  Guinea-Bissao  and  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  kept  under 
Portuguese  colonial  yoke.  In  South-East  Asia  US  imperialism  has  for  many 
years  waged  a  murderous  war  of  extermination  against  peoples  who  have  no 
other  wish  than  to  live  in  free  self-determination  and  independence.  The  ag¬ 
gression  of  Israel  and  its  imperialist  allies  against  a  number  of  Arab  states  is  also 
aimed  at  holding  up  the  free  and  independent  development  of  these  states  and  at 
forcing  them  into  the  yoke  of  neo-colonialist  dependence. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  takes  occasion  of  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  In¬ 
dependence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples  to  reassure  all  the  people  fighting 
for  their  freedom  and  independence  of  its  unrestricted  solidarity.  Expecting  that 
the  twenty-fifth  session  of  the  General  Assembly  may  lay  down  such  measures 
as  serve  the  complete  implementation  of  that  significant  Declaration,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  takes  the  liberty  to  call  attention  to 
some  of  the  most  burning  issues  and,  in  particular,  to  the  fact  that: 

-  brutal,  military  aggressions  and  acts  of  annexation  on  the  part  of  some  im¬ 
perialist  powers  employing  chemical  and  biological  weapons  of  mass  destruction 
endanger  the  freedom  and  independence  of  a  number  of  states ; 

-  foreign  economic  and  financial  circles  are  creating  neo-colonialist  exploitation 
and  dependence  relationships  by  economic  and  other  means  in  formerly  colonial 
territories ; 

-  the  annual  increase  in  national  incomes  of  a  number  of  African  and  Asian 
states  is  absorbed  by  excessive  credit  repayment  liabilities  to  imperialist  states 
or  to  international  organizations  set  up  by  them,  which  in  the  final  analysis 
results  in  increased  economic  dependence  and  degression; 

-  it  is  necessary  to  review  the  activities  of  some  UN  specialized  agencies  from 
the  angle  of  a  higher  efficacy  in  implementing  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting 
of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  declares  that,  consistently 
committed  to  its  avowed  principles  of  foreign  policy,  it  will  continue  to  support 
the  decisions  and  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
and  its  agencies  which  serve  the  implementation  of  the  noble  aims  laid  down  in 
the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and 
Peoples,  and  that  it  will  do  everything  to  advance  their  implementation. 


Statement  of  14  December  1970  by  a  Spokesman  for  the  GDR  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the 
“ Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries 
and  Peoples’ ’ 


In  an  official  statement  to  the  XXVth  session  of  the  UN  General  Assembly  the 
Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  already  said  that  it  em¬ 
phatically  champions  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  colonial  system,  and  the 
overcoming  of  colonial  oppression  and  neo-colonialist  exploitation  in  all  their 
forms  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  In¬ 
dependence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  approves  of  and  supports  the  programme  of 
action  the  UN  General  Assembly  adopted  during  its  XXVth  session  for  the  total 
fulfilment  of  this  significant  declaration.  It  considers  this  action  programme  as  an 
important  contribution  by  the  United  Nations’  jubilee  session  toward  the  final 
elimination  of  all  the  remnants  of  colonialism  and  every  form  of  neo-colonialism. 

In  particular,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  endorses  the  demands  for  the 
strict  observance  of  all  the  measures  and  sanctions  the  Security  Council  decided 
against  the  racist  and  colonialist  regimes  of  South  Africa,  Southern  Rhodesia  and 
Portugal,  and  for  the  extension  of  these  sanctions,  which  were  reconfirmed  by  the 
action  programme. 

Only  all-round  support  from  the  NATO  Powers,  above  all  from  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  and  the  FRG,  enables  these  regimes  to  keep  up  their  brutal 
suppression  of  the  African  peoples  of  Namibia,  Zimbabwe,  Angola,  Mozambique 
and  Guinea-Bissao  in  disregard  of  all  the  United  Nations’  decisions  and  demands. 
That  is  why  the  immediate  cessation  of  every  kind  of  aid,  particularly  of  weapons 
deliveries,  to  the  colonialist  and  racist  regimes  in  the  south  of  African  is  a  decisive 
precondition  for  the  implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  In¬ 
dependence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  concerned  to  see  that  the  imperialist 
Powers  have  enhanced  their  efforts  to  check  the  process  of  liberating  the  peoples 
from  colonial  suppression  and  reverse  the  progressive,  anti-imperialist  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  independent  states  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  They  do  not 
even  shrink  from  forcible  intervention  and  aggression;  they  threaten  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  these  states  and  endanger  peace  and  security  in  the  world. 
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The  insidious  invasion  of  the  Republic  of  Guinea  by  imperialist  mercenaries 
who  acted  on  behalf  of  Portugal  is  such  an  attempt  to  abolish  the  independence  of 
an  African  state.  It  shows  the  danger  the  continued  existence  of  the  survivals  of 
colonialism  brings  about  for  the  independent  African  states.  That  was  also  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  UN  fact-finding  commission  whom  GDR  diplomats  supported  ef¬ 
fectively  in  their  work  with  facts  and  evidence. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  the  Security  Council’s  resolution 
of  8  December  1970  which  condemns  Portugal  for  the  aggression  executed  against 
Guinea,  and  joins  in  on  the  demand  that  Portugal  immediately  compensate 
Guinea  for  the  damages  incurred. 

The  Portuguese  colonial  regime  could  never  have  dared  to  undertake  this 
criminal  aggression  without  the  comprehensive  military,  economic  and  moral  sup¬ 
port  of  its  allies  in  NATO. 

The  FRG,  for  example,  supplied  Portugal  with  over  200  million  marks  worth 
of  arms  and  other  military  equipment.  FRG  monopolies  own  44  per  cent  of  the 
capital  that  has  been  sunk  into  the  Cabora-Bassa  dam  in  Mozambique  and  so  have 
the  biggest  share  in  this  project  which  is  being  built  with  the  object  of  consolidat¬ 
ing  the  rule  of  the  Portuguese  colonialists  and  the  white  racists  in  the  south  of 
Africa  and  counteracting  the  national  liberation  movement  in  Angola,  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  Namibia. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  unqualified  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial 
Countries  and  Peoples  and  the  United  Nations’  pertinent  resolutions  brook  no 
delay.  Acting  in  accordance  with  the  anti-imperialist  principles  of  its  foreign 
policy,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  always  unreservedly  endorsed  all 
the  United  Nations’  decisions  and  measures  against  colonialism  and  racism,  and 
has  observed  them  strictly  in  the  practice  of  its  international  relations. 

Together  with  all  the  Warsaw  Treaty  countries  that  attended  the  Political  Con¬ 
sultative  Committee  meeting  in  Berlin,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  em¬ 
phatically  condemned  the  imperialist  provocations  against  the  independent  states 
of  Africa.  It  demands,  together  with  these  states,  the  immediate  and  complete 
elimination  of  colonialism  and  racism,  and  assures  the  peoples  who  are  fighting 
for  liberty  and  progress  of  its  solidarity. 


Telegram  of  10  August  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Otto  Winzer,  to  the  President  of  the  United  Nations  Security  Council 
on  the  Arms  Embargo  on  the  Republic  of  South  Africa 


I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  in  the  spirit  of  friendship  and  solidarity  with  the  peoples  of  Africa  and 
faithful  to  its  traditional  policy  of  fighting  colonialism,  neo-colonialism  and 
racialism,  fully  supports  and  respects  the  Resolution  of  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  of  23  July  1970  banning  the  delivery  of  arms  to  the  Republic 
of  South  Africa.  The  German  Democratic  Republic,  which  broke  off  all  relations 
to  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  long  ago,  will  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  strictly 
observe  the  ban  on  supplies  of  arms  and  other  goods  to  the  racialist  regime  in 
South  Africa. 

The  Government  and  the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  most 
resolutely  condemn  the  decision  of  the  British  Government  to  resume  and  con¬ 
tinue  arms  deliveries  to  South  Africa.  This  decision  is  an  affront  to  the  UN  and  a 
flagrant  violation  of  the  Security  Council  resolutions  181/1963  and  191/1964  ex¬ 
pressly  urging  all  states  to  stop  without  delay  the  sale  and  delivery  of  arms, 
ammunition  and  other  military  equipment  of  any  kind  to  the  Republic  of  South 
Africa.  The  resumption  of  arms  deliveries  amounts  to  direct  support  for  the 
racialist  and  colonialist  oppression  of  the  peoples  of  South  Africa  and  Namibia;  it 
threatens  the  independence  of  African  states  and  is  at  the  same  time  directed 
against  the  national  liberation  movement  of  the  peoples  of  Zimbabwe,  Angola, 
Mozambique  and  Guinea-Bissao.  Thus  it  also  endangers  peace  and  security  in  the 
world. 

In  view  of  this  situation,  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
again  assures  the  peoples  and  states  of  Africa  of  its  support  in  their  struggle 
against  all  manifestations  of  the  policy  of  colonial  and  racialist  suppression,  and 
for  independence  and  self-determination.  The  German  Democratic  Republic  will 
continue  to  fulfil  without  exception  and  reservation  all  United  Nations  resolutions 
which  aim  against  the  racialist  and  colonialist  bloc  in  the  South  of  Africa. 

I  request  you  to  circulate  this  telegram  as  an  official  document  of  the  Security 
Council. 
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Letter  of  21  April  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Otto  Winzer, 
to  Secretary  General  LJ  Thant  of  the  United  Nations 

regarding  the  Recognition  of  Travel  and  Identity  Documents  for  Namibians 


It  is  an  honour  for  me  to  inform  you  that  the  authorities  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  were  directed  as  early  as  on  14  April  1969  to  recognize  and  accept  as 
valid  the  travel  and  indentity  documents  issued  by  the  United  Nations  Council 
for  Namibia  to  Namibians,  subject  to  the  visa  requirements  valid  for  the  territory 
of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  Thus  it  is  again  shown  that  the  policy  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  is  completely  in  line  with  the  progressive  demands 
of  the  United  Nations  for  overcoming  colonialism  and  neo-colonialism  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  proposals  by  the  United  Nations  Council  for  Namibia  to  the 
XXIV  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  (A/7624)  and  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  resolution  2517  (XXIV).  . 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will  continue  to  do  everything  to  support  the 
people  of  Namibia  in  their  struggle  for  independence  and  self-determination. 

I  ask  you  to  bring  this  information  to  the  notice  of  the  UN  Council  for  Namibia 
and  all  States  Members  of  the  United  Nations  Organization  as  an  official  docu¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Nations. 
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Letter  of  7  December  1970  by  the  GDRMinister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Otto  Winzer, 
to  the  President  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the 

United  Nations  General  Assembly  on  the  Report  of  the  Council  for  Namibia 


In  a  letter  dated  21  April  1970  I  informed  the  Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations  that  “the  authorities  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  were  directed 
as  early  as  on  14  April  1969  to  recognize  and  accept  as  valid  the  travel  and 
identity  documents  issued  by  the  United  Nations  Council  for  Namibia  to 
Namibians,  subject  to  the  visa  requirements  valid  for  the  territory  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic”.  The  President  of  the  United  Nations  Council  for 
Namibia  was  also  informed  of  that  step  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

I  was  surprised  to  note,  however,  that  the  Report  (A/8024)  of  the  Council  for 
Namibia  presented  to  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  does  not  list  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  among  the  states  declaring  recognition  of  the  travel 
and  identity  documents  issued  by  the  Council  to  Namibians. 

It  is  contradictory  to  the  UN  Charter’s  principle  of  sovereign  equality  of 
states  and  detrimental  to  the  Namibian  people’s  interests  if  the  United  Nations 
Organization  does  not  report  the  German  Democratic  Republic’s  support  for 
the  measures  taken  by  the  United  Nations  Council  for  Namibia. 

May  I  therefore  express  my  expectation  that  the  regrettable  omission  in  Report 
A/8024  be  rectified  and  this  telegram  be  circulated  as  an  official  document 
relating  to  item  62  b  of  the  agenda  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly. 
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Statement  by  a  Spokesman  for  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
on  the  occasion  of  the  “International  Day  for  the  Elimination 
of  Racial  Discrimination”  on  21  March 


In  conformity  with  the  Potsdam  Agreement  and  the  United  Nations  Charter  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  since  its  foundation  has  been  condemning  racism, 
colonialism  and  neo-colonialism  in  any  form.  This  principle  has  also  been  laid 
down  in  its  socialist  Constitution.  In  fulfilment  of  the  UN  resolutions,  the  GDR 
has  severed  any  relations  with  the  racialist  regimes  of  the  Republic  of  South 
Africa  and  Southern  Rhodesia  and  fully  supports  the  sanctions  called  for  by  the 
UN  General  Assembly  and  the  Security  Council.  It  considers  the  proclamation 
of  the  so-called  Republic  of  Rhodesia  by  a  racialist  white  minority  regime  a 
downright  violation  of  the  right  of  the  people  of  Zimbabwe  to  national  indepen¬ 
dence  and  self-determination.  The  GDR  resolutely  condemns  the  cruel  campaign 
by  the  Portuguese  colonialists  to  suppress  the  peoples  of  Angola,  Mozambique 
and  Bissao  and  demands  the  consistent  implementation  of  the  UN  Declaration 
on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

It  is  with  abhorrence  and  indignation  that  the  GDR  denounces  the  aggression 
and  the  racialist  massacres  by  the  US  in  South  Vietnam  and  also  the  suppression 
of  about  30  million  coloured  people  in  the  US  itself.  It  also  points  again  to  the 
dangers  conjured  up  by  the  increase  of  neo-nazism  and  anti-Semitism  in  the  West 
German  Federal  Republic  where  the  nazi  NPD  obtained  1.4  million  votes  at  the 
latest  Bundestag  elections  while  the  government  of  the  FRG  at  the  same  time 
openly  supports  Israel’s  aggression  against  the  Arab  states,  an  aggression  whose 
imperialist  and  racialist  nature  becomes  more  and  more  obvious. 

The  GDR  which  gives  the  colonially  and  racially  suppressed  peoples  any  as¬ 
sistance  it  can,  uses  the  occasion  of  the  International  Day  for  the  Elimination  of 
Racial  Discrimination  to  manifest  again  its  solidarity  with  the  Asian,  African  and 
Latin  American  peoples  fighting  for  their  freedom  and  independence.  It  also  calls 
upon  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  to  strictly  observe  the  principles  and 
resolutions  of  the  United  Nations  and  to  stop  its  support  for  the  racialist  slave¬ 
owners  granted  very  amply  over  a  number  of  years.  The  GDR  will  do  everything 
in  its  power  to  contribute  to  the  full  victory  of  independence,  equality  of  rights, 
freedom  and  self-determination  to  be  won  by  the  peoples  enslaved  by  imperialism. 
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Telegratn  of  17  November  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Otto  Winzer,  to  the  President  of  the  United  Nations  Security  Council  on  the 
Question  of  Southern  Rhodesia 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  regards  the  renewed  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  situation  in  Southern  Rhodesia  by  the  United  Nations  Security 
Council  as  an  expression  of  the  efforts  to  carry  into  effect  the  “Programme  of 
Action  for  the  Full  Implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  In¬ 
dependence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples”  (A/RES/2621  [XXV])  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Government  and  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  resolutely 
condemn  the  disregard  for  the  Security  Council  decisions  against  the  racialist 
minority  regime  of  Southern  Rhodesia  by  a  number  of  imperialist  states  which, 
through  their  continued  support  for  the  Smith  regime  in  Salisbury,  incur  part  of 
the  guilt  of  suppressing  and  exploiting  the  people  of  Zimbabwe. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  therefore  welcomes  the  request  contained 
in  General  Assembly  Resolution  2621  (XXV)  that  the  Security  Council  should 
extend  the  sanctions  under  Article  41  of  the  UN  Charter  and  take  measures  for 
a  strict  observance  of  the  arms  embargo  imposed  on  Southern  Rhodesia.  This 
could  counteract  the  cooperation  among  the  racialist  regimes  of  Southern  Rhodesia 
and  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  and  the  Portuguese  colonial  regime,  which 
threatens  peace  and  independence  of  the  African  states,  and  could  support  the 
people  of  Zimbabwe  in  their  struggle  for  self-determination. 

Faithful  to  its  consistent  anti-imperialist  and  anti-colonialist  policy  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  principles  and  resolutions  of  the  United  Nations,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  takes  a  definite  stand  for  the  un¬ 
reserved  implementation  by  all  states  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Security 
Council  to  overcome  the  racialist  suppression  of  the  people  of  Zimbabwe.  It  will 
also  in  future  withhold  any  recognition  for  the  illegal  regime  of  Southern  Rhodesia 
nor  establish  any  relations  with  it. 

I  request  Your  Excellency  to  have  the  telegram  circulated  as  an  official  docu¬ 
ment  of  the  Security  Council. 


50 


Statement  by  GDR  Prosecutor  General  Josef  Streit  on  the  Coming  into  Force  of 
the  UN  Convention  on  the  N on- Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War 
Crimes  and  Crimes  against  Humanity  (11  November  1970) 


The  German  Democratic  Republic  values  this  Convention  as  an  effective  con¬ 
tribution  toward  the  unlimited  prosecution  of  the  persons  responsible  for  the 
crimes  committed  under  the  fascist  system,  and  as  a  significant  international  legal 
act  designed  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  crimes. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic’s  legislation  on  the  prosecution  and  punish¬ 
ment  of  war  crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity,  and  its  jurisdiction,  concur 
fully  with  the  principles  this  Convention  has  sanctioned. 

In  the  German  Democratic  Republic  nazi  and  war  criminals  were  punished 
in  accordance  with  the  gravity  of  the  crimes  they  had  committed ;  militarism  and 
nazism  were  eradicated,  and  a  social  system  established  which  renders  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  such  crimes  impossible  for  all  time.  Altogether  12,821  people  were  sent¬ 
enced  from  May  1945  until  31  October  1970  in  the  territory  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  for  the  war  crimes  and  the  crimes  against  humanity  they 
had  committed  during  the  fascist  era. 

This  means  that  more  than  twice  as  many  war  criminals  and  persons  guilty  of 
crimes  against  humanity  were  convicted  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  than 
in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

This  fact  carries  all  the  more  weight  as  it  is  public  knowledge  that  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany  became  the  principal  refuge  for  nazi  and  war  criminals 
after  the  end  of  World  War  Two. 

From  the  very  onset  the  German  Democratic  Republic  put  the  principle  of  the 
non-applicability  of  national  terms  of  limitation  to  war  crimes  and  crimes  against 
humanity  prescribed  by  international  law  into  legal  practice.  It  expressly  stand¬ 
ardized  this  principle  in  the  law  dated  1  September  1964,  and  made  it  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  rule  of  law  in  the  socialist  Constitution  of  8  April  1968. 

On  7  March  1969,  immediately  after  the  XXIIIrd  UN  General  Assembly 
adopted  the  Convention,  the  State  Council  announced  that  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  was  prepared  to  accede  to  it. 

Contrastly,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  issued  a  statement  on  9  July  1970 
in  which  it  officially  repeated  its  refusal  to  become  a  party  to  the  UN  Convention 
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on  the  Non-Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War  Crimes  and  Crimes 
against  Humanity. 

The  negative  attitude  the  FRG  Government  adopted  toward  this  UN  Conven¬ 
tion  shows  anew  that  the  FRG  is  not  willing  to  meet  the  commitments  arising  for 
it  from  the  Potsdam  Agreement  and  other  agreements  in  international  law  to 
punish  strictly  war  criminals  and  persons  guilty  of  crimes  against  humanity.  Now 
as  before  the  judicial  authorities  of  the  FRG  refuse  to  prosecute  and  punish  nazi 
and  war  criminals  in  accordance  with  the  gravity  of  their  atrocities  and  on  the 
basis  of  the  constituent  facts  of  criminal  offences  under  international  law  as 
reaffirmed  by  the  UN  Convention.  The  authorities  of  the  FRG  openly  dis¬ 
regarded  and  disregard  the  principle  of  the  non-applicability  of  statutory  limita¬ 
tions  to  war  crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity  prescribed  under  international 
law. 

FRG  courts  either  acquitted  most  fascist  mass  murderers,  or  passed  nominal 
sentences,  or  dropped  proceedings  entirely  because  they  exclusively  applied  the 
constituent  facts  of  general  delinquency  prescribed  by  national  penal  law  and  the 
pertinent  periods  of  limitation  to  the  heinous  acts  these  people  had  perpetrated. 

The  latest  official  FRG  Government  publication  indicated  that  a  mere  eight 
per  cent  of  the  persons  against  whom  proceedings  had  actually  been  instituted 
were  convicted  up  to  1  January  1969. 

This  disregard  for  international  law  in  the  FRG  has  not  least  helped  the 
militarist,  neo-nazi  and  irredentist  forces  to  rear  their  heads  again  in  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany. 

Hence,  it  lies  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  international  security  for  the 
Government  of  the  FRG  at  last  to  meet  its  commitments  from  the  Potsdam 
Agreement  and  the  other  agreements  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  states  concluded 
under  international  law,  declare  the  FRG’s  accession  to  this  Convention  which 
is  targeted  against  militarism  and  nazism,  and  guarantee  the  full  application  of 
the  standards  of  international  law  this  Convention  has  confirmed  to  the  legisla¬ 
tion  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 


Telegram  of  12  November  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Otto  Winzer,  to  the  President  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  on  Agenda  Items  “Measures  to  be  Taken  against 
Nazism  and  Racial  Intolerance ”  and  “Question  of  the  Punishment  of 
War  Criminals  and  of  Persons  Who  Have  Committed  Crimes  against  Humanity” 


The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  welcomes  the  inclusion 
of  the  items  “Measures  to  be  taken  against  nazism  and  racial  intolerance”  and 
“Question  of  the  punishment  of  war  criminals  and  of  persons  who  have  com¬ 
mitted  crimes  against  humanity”  in  the  agenda  of  the  25th  anniversary  session  of 
the  General  Assembly.  It  supports  all  measures  to  this  effect.  The  Government 
of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  attaches  particular  importance  to  the  call  on 
all  states  formulated  in  Resolution  2545  (XXIV)  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
11  December  1969  immediately  to  take  effective  and  legislative  measures  to 
prohibit  and  prosecute  without  delay  organizations  and  groups  practising  pro¬ 
paganda  in  favour  of  nazism,  racism,  apartheid  policy  and  other  forms  of  racial 
intolerance.  In  the  same  way  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Repub¬ 
lic  supports  the  appeal  contained  in  Resolution  2583  (XXIV)  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  15  December  1969  to  sign  and  to  ratify  the  Convention  on  the 
Non-Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War  Crimes  and  Crimes  against 
Humanity. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  long  since  implemented  the  demands 
raised  in  these  two  resolutions.  In  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  Potsdam 
Agreement  and  the  UN  Charter  nazism  and  the  ideology  of  hatred  against  races 
and  nations  have  been  uprooted  and  nazi  and  war  criminals  have  been  legally 
punished  in  the  GDR.  Let  me  add  in  this  connection  that  as  early  as  on  17  March 
1969  the  German  Democratic  Republic  informed  United  Nations  Secretary 
General  U  Thant  of  its  readiness  to  accede  to  the  Convention  on  the  Non- 
Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War  Crimes  and  Crimes  against 
Humanity. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  made  provision  for  preventing  nazism 
and  racism  from  raising  their  heads  ever  again.  The  Constitution  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  adopted  in  a  free  plebiscite  by  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  expressly  stipulates  in  its  Article  6  that  militarist  and  revanchist  pro¬ 
paganda  in  any  form,  war-mongering  and  manifestations  of  hatred  against  creeds, 
races  and  nations  have  to  be  prosecuted. 
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The  aims  of  the  resistance  struggle  against  fascism  and  nazism  fought  by  the 
peoples  in  the  Second  World  War  have  been  achieved  in  the  GDR.  Prominent 
representatives  of  the  anti-fascist  resistance  struggle,  Communists,  Social  Demo¬ 
crats,  patriots  from  all  strata  of  the  people  today  hold  leading  positions  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  and  contribute  essentially  towards  implementing 
its  policies  directed  against  nazism  and  racism  and  aimed  at  the  peaceful  co¬ 
operation  of  all  peoples. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  most  various  ways  honours  those 
brave  people  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  struggle  against  Hitlerite  tyranny. 
Every  year  on  8  May,  the  day  of  liberation  of  the  German  people  from  fascism, 
and  on  the  second  Sunday  in  September,  the  commemoration  day  for  the  victims 
of  fascism,  the  citizens  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  honour  their  memory 
in  commemorations  and  demonstrations.  Expression  of  our  tribute  to  the  victims 
of  fascism  is  the  setting  up  of  impressive  memorials  in  the  former  fascist  con¬ 
centration  camps  where  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  were  murdered  for 
racial  and  political  reasons,  so  in  Buchenwald,  Ravensbriick  and  Sachsenhausen. 

The  youths  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  are  educated  in  the  spirit  of 
the  legacy  of  the  fighters  against  nazism,  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  international 
understanding  to  continue  and  cultivate  the  humanistic  traditions  of  their  own 
people  as  well  as  to  respect  other  peoples  and  races.  The  German  Democratic 
Republic’s  educational  system  has  been  completely  purged  of  the  evil  spirits  of 
nazism  and  racism. 

In  keeping  with  its  constitutionally  fixed  peace  policy,  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  cannot  conceal  to  the  United  Nations  and  the  international  public  that 
in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  nazi  and  neo-nazi  forces  still  have  the  pos¬ 
sibility  to  propagate  the  evil  spirit  of  racism  and  to  glorify  the  war  crimes  of 
nazism,  which  clearly  is  inconsistent  with  peace  and  international  understanding. 
In  the  same  way  as  in  the  time  when  the  fascist  blood-stained  dictatorship  was 
prepared,  there  are  also  now  denials  of  the  danger  to  European  security  which 
emanates  from  right-wing  extremists  and  nazi  forces  in  the  Federal  Republic. 
And  the  FRG  Government’s  official  statement  to  the  United  Nations  (UN  Docu¬ 
ment  A/8056)  is  a  case  in  point.  That  statement  disqualifies  itself  by  the  mere 
fact  that  it  grossly  defames  German  anti-fascist  resistance  fighters  who  risked 
their  lives  in  the  fight  against  the  nazi  tyranny  to  stop  its  war  crimes  and  help 
democracy  to  win.  It  defames  not  only  citizens  of  the  Federal  Republic,  but  also 
citizens  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  therefore  necessitates  a  public 
comment  by  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

Such  defamations  of  upright  democrats  and  anti-fascist  resistance  fighters  in 
an  official  document  of  the  Government  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  are 
only  possible  because  the  influence  of  numerous,  in  part  heavily  incriminated 
representatives  of  the  nazi  regime  in  many  spheres  of  political  and  social  life  in 
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the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  has  remained  untouched  to  date  and  because 
quite  a  few  of  them  are  still  holding  influential  power  positions  in  the  state, 
economy  and  mass  media. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  has  repeatedly  presented  to  the  authorities 
of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  ample  incriminating  evidence  on  war  crimes 
and  crimes  against  humanity  committed  by  a  large  number  of  such  persons  who 
today  again  occupy  influential  positions  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  in 
state,  economy,  judiciary  and  society.  Regrettably  the  available  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  has  not  been  made  use  of;  the  heavily  incriminated  persons  have  not  been 
removed  from  their  positions  nor  have  they  been  prosecuted.  Public  prosecutors 
and  judges  who  during  the  nazi  rule  applied  for  and  pronounced  judgements  for 
political  and  racist  reasons,  today  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  again 
prosecute  and  sentence  democrats  and  communists  who  have  been  and  are  the 
staunchest  fighters  against  nazism.  It  is  therefore  a  gross  distortion  of  facts  when 
the  Government  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  claims  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  official  statement  “that  nazism  and  racism  are  nipped  in  the  bud.”  In  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  even  an  openly  neo-nazi  party,  the  NPD,  could 
develop  in  an  undisturbed  way.  That  party  is  in  no  way  prevented  from  upholding 
its  fascist  and  revanchist  aims.  This  becomes  evident,  for  instance,  in  the  “Action 
for  Resistance”  initiated  at  Wurzburg  on  31  October  1970  with  the  essential 
cooperation  of  that  party,  which  has  proclaimed  as  its  aim  to  openly  oppose 
detente  in  Europe. 

The  NPD,  however,  forms  only  part  of  the  extensive  concentration  of  neo-nazi, 
revanchist  forces  that  takes  place  at  present  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany, 
especially  under  the  leadership  of  the  so-called  Christian  Social  Union.  It  is  also 
a  fact  that  the  armed  forces  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  practise  an 
unveiled  militarist  and  nazi  “cultivation  of  traditions”. 

The  neo-nazi  and  revanchist  rightist  bloc  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
represents  a  grave  danger  to  peace  in  Europe.  This  is  therefore  no  internal  affair 
of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  but  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to  all  peoples. 

Proceeding  from  Resolutions  2545  (XXIV)  and  2583  (XXIV)  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  deems  it  urgently  necessary  that  in  conformity  with  the 
norms  and  principles  of  international  law  effective  measures  be  taken  in  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  to  check  all  neo-nazi  activities  and  to  prosecute 
them. 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  states  with  astonish¬ 
ment  that  in  another  statement  addressed  to  the  United  Nations  Organization 
(UN  Doc.  A/8038)  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  has  declared  to  be  unable 
to  sign  the  Convention  on  the  Non-Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War 
Crimes  and  Crimes  against  Humanity.  That  statement  must  be  seen  as  proving 
that  many  of  those  responsible  for  nazi  war  crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity 


55 


are  not  prosecuted  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  and  that  its  judiciary 
even  saves  them  from  prosecution. 

The  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  continues  to  be  called  upon  to  declare  its 
unreserved  accession  to  this  Convention  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  the  security 
of  the  peoples.  The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will  fully 
support  any  step  taken  in  this  direction  by  the  Government  of  the  Federal  Re¬ 
public  of  Germany. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will  continue  to  make  its  contribution 
towards  fulfilling  the  task  of  the  United  Nations  Organization  to  eliminate  all 
forms  of  nazism  and  racial  intolerance  once  and  for  all. 

I  request  Your  Excellency  to  circulate  this  telegram  as  an  official  document  of 
the  General  Assembly. 


Statement  of  17  November  1970  by  the  GDR  Committee  for  Human  Rights 
to  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on 
Agenda  Items  “Measures  to  be  Taken  against  Nazism  and  Racial  Intolerance” 
atid  “Question  of  the  Punishment  of  War  Criminals  and  of  Persons  Who  Have 
Committed  Crimes  against  Humanity” 


The  practice  of  human  rights  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  in  full  ac¬ 
cord  with  Resolutions  2545  (XXIV)  and  2583  (XXIV)  of  the  General  Assembly, 
in  which  all  states  as  well  as  non-state  organizations  are  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  take  decisive  measures  against  nazism  and  racial  intolerance  as  well  as  the 
prosecution,  unlimited  in  time,  of  war  criminals  and  those  who  have  committed 
crimes  against  humanity. 

The  anti-fascist  democratic  forces  in  the  GDR  already  in  1945  drew  the  only 
correct  conclusion  from  the  disastrous  history  of  the  German  people.  In  accord 
with  the  obligations  in  international  law  imposed  by  the  Potsdam  Agreement  they 
have  destroyed  the  socio-economic  roots  of  nazism,  racism  and  militarism.  Con¬ 
victed  war  criminals  and  those  who  have  committed  crimes  against  humanity 
numbering  12821  were  punished  in  accord  with  international  law.  Their  pro¬ 
perty,  especially  the  enterprises  of  the  arms  trusts,  were  nationalized  through 
a  plebiscite. 

In  the  process  of  a  deep-going  democratization  all  state  offices,  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice  and  the  police,  the  educational  system,  leading  economic  positions 
and  other  spheres  were  purged  of  active  nazis  in  the  years  after  1945  on  the 
soil  of  the  present  GDR.  Tried  and  tested  anti-Hitler  fighters  and  other  pro¬ 
gressive  democrats  were  installed  in  their  place. 

The  21  years  of  the  history  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  show  that 
citizens  of  the  GDR  have  spoken  in  favour  of  a  Socialist  social  order  in  free  self- 
determination  and  have  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  disastrous  nazi,  racist  and 
militarist  past.  The  Socialist  Constitution,  adopted  by  plebiscite  on  6  April  1968, 
crowns  the  first  20  years  of  construction  work  and  manifests  the  state  doctrine  of 
the  GDR  that  a  war  must  never  again  be  permitted  to  start  from  German  soil. 
For  the  first  time  in  German  history  human  rights  are  materially  and  juridically 
ensured  in  the  GDR  and  have  become  instruments  for  the  development  of  free 
persons.  The  Constitution  and  penal  laws  of  the  GDR  unmistakably  forbid  all 
nazi  and  racist  ideology  and  activity. 

In  the  GDR  the  best  traditions  of  the  anti-fascist  resistance  struggle  of  all 
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nations  attacked  by  Hitlerite  Germany  are  being  continued.  The  Socialist  Ger¬ 
man  state  and  its  policy  directed  at  peace,  European  security  and  friendship 
among  the  peoples  therefore  find  a  broad  recognition  among  the  peoples  and 
peace-loving  countries. 

Every  year  GDR  citizens,  especially  young  people,  honour  the  victims  of 
nazism  on  the  second  Sunday  in  September  in  large  rallies.  In  addition  there  are 
many  other  memorial  days.  Thus,  every  year  a  worthy  event  is  held  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Memorial  of  the  former  Buchenwald  concentration  camp  to  commemorate 
the  German  labour  leader  and  Chairman  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Germany, 
Ernst  Thalmann,  who  was  underhandedly  murdered  on  18  August  1944  by  SS 
gangsters  after  eleven  years  of  imprisonment  in  fascist  jails.  The  murderers  and 
their  backers  today  live  unpunished  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic. 

It  is  time  for  the  FRG,  too,  to  fulfil  its  obligations  in  international  law  for  the 
complete  uprooting  of  nazism  and  neo-nazism  and  the  prosecution,  without 
limitations  as  to  time,  of  war  criminals  and  those  who  have  committed  crimes 
against  humanity. 

The  points  of  view  expressed  by  the  West  German  federal  government  to  the 
UN  Secretary  General  concerning  measures  against  nazism  and  racial  intolerance 
and  the  prosecution  of  war  criminals  and  those  who  have  committed  crimes 
against  humanity  (A/8056  and  A/8038),  however,  ignore  these  obligations  in 
international  law  and  divert  attention  from  the  growing  influence  of  the  right-wing 
and  neo-nazi  forces  in  the  FRG.  At  the  same  time  they  contain  defamatory  state¬ 
ments  about  the  GDR,  statements  which  insult  all  citizens  of  the  Socialist  Ger¬ 
man  state  and  which  are  therefore  rejected  with  all  due  sharpness. 

It  is  evident  that  in  the  FRG  the  neo-nazi  and  nationalistic  forces  are  grouping 
and  organizing  ever  more  closely  around  the  reactionary  representatives  of  the 
CDU/CSU.  West  German  democrats  designate  Franz  Josef  Strauss  as  the  leader 
of  this  rightist  bloc.  He  has  been  called  the  coming  “strong  man”  by  the  NPD,  the 
aggressive  revanchist  associations  and  former  Hitler  generals.  It  would  therefore 
be  a  fatal  error  to  confine  neo-nazism  to  the  existence  of  the  NPD  and  to  make 
the  results  it  obtained  in  the  1969  Bundestag  elections  and  in  the  1970  provincial 
parliamentary  elections  an  index  of  an  alleged  disappearance  of  the  neo-nazi 
danger. 

The  unimpeded  and  mass  dissemination  of  neo-nazi  ideas  must  especially 
arouse  great  concern.  More  than  100  book  publishers  and  organs  of  the  press  of 
the  neo-nazi  NPD,  the  SS  tradition-fostering  associations  and  revenge-seeking 
organizations  publish  without  objection  the  views  of  the  war  criminals  convicted 
in  Nuremberg  and  glorify  the  wars  of  aggression  of  the  Hitlerite  state. 

The  decision  of  the  Federal  Supreme  Court  of  23  July  1969  states  that  the 
dissemination  of  works  and  other  means  which  in  general  make  propaganda  for 
the  Hitlerite  nazi  regime  and  glorify  its  ideologies  are  not  readily  prohibited  and 
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punishable.  Even  the  openly  nazi  and  anti-Semitic  Nationalzeitung  (circulation 
more  than  100,000  copies)  has  up  to  now  not  been  prohibited. 

Neo-nazi  propaganda  in  the  FRG  not  only  poisons  the  mind  of  the  young 
generation,  it  leads  to  ever  more  terrorist  actions.  The  enclosed  documentation 
contains  many  facts  on  this  matter.  The  most  recent  example  was  the  provocative 
march  of  neo-nazi  forces  in  Wurzburg  on  31  October  1970.  Unhindered  by  the 
police  the  old  and  new  nazis  there  were  able  to  conduct  open  instigation  to 
murder  and  call  for  the  non-recognition  of  the  status  quo  and  the  realities  in 
Europe.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  a  mockery  of  the  truth  when  the  federal 
government  in  its  report  to  the  UN  Secretary  General  claims  that  nazism  and 
racism  are  nipped  in  the  bud  in  the  FRG. 

To  grant  democratic  rights  and  liberties  to  old  and  new  nazis  as  is  happening 
in  the  FRG  is  incompatible  with  the  agreements  of  the  anti-Hitler  coalition  and 
with  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and  the  UN  resolutions  directed 
against  nazism.  So  long  as  the  government  of  the  FRG  does  not  introduce  any 
measures  in  the  field  of  legislation  and  penal  law  to  prosecute  all  neo-nazi  activity 
it  defies  the  will  of  the  peoples  for  decisive  measures  against  nazism  and  racial 
intolerance  as  is  expressed  in  Resolution  2545  (XXIV)  of  the  UN  General 
Assembly. 

It  must  be  added  that  the  refusal  of  the  Federal  Republic  to  accede  to  the  UN 
Convention  on  the  Non-applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War  Crimes  and 
Crimes  against  Humanity  is  a  direct  encouragement  to  right-wing  extremist  forces 
in  the  FRG.  How  war  criminals  are  spared  in  West  Germany  is  characterized  by 
the  point  of  view  recently  expressed  in  the  French  parliament:  “The  French 
government  has  sought  to  introduce  a  proceeding  against  SS  General  Lammer- 
ding,  but  it  came  up  against  a  veritable  jungle  in  the  organs  of  justice  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany.” 

In  fact  the  FRG  has  become  the  main  refuge  for  nazi  war  criminals  and  those 
who  have  committed  crimes  against  humanity.  These  people  are  needed  again 
there  and  thousands  of  them  have  gained  decisive  influence  in  high  government 
positions,  in  the  administration  of  justice  and  in  the  Bundeswehr.  That  is  also  the 
explanation  why  only  6,227  of  the  76,068  persons  who  are  suspected  of  having 
committed  nazi  crimes  have  been  punished. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  heavily  incriminated  persons  who  served  Hitler,  in 
association  with  other  reactionaries,  sought  from  the  very  outset  to  prevent  the 
consistent  anti-fascist,  democratic  and  finally  Socialist  development  in  the  GDR. 
This  peace-threatening  policy  hostile  to  human  rights  has  suffered  a  fiasco.  Thus, 
the  counter-revolutionary  attack  on  the  GDR  in  June  1953  inspired  and  deci¬ 
sively  organized  by  West  German  forces  of  revenge  and  neo-nazism  failed.  It 
shows  the  danger  of  these  forces  when  they  are  still  able  to  celebrate  17  June 
in  the  FRG  as  a  legal  holiday  and  can  instigate  against  the  GDR  in  many  rallies. 
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The  GDR  Committee  for  Human  Rights  decisively  protests  against  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  FRG  designating  this  date  as  a  human  rights  memorial  day  in  its 
report  to  the  Secretary  General  of  the  UN. 

The  toleration  of  neo-nazi  and  other  extreme  right-wing  forces  in  the  FRG  is 
accompanied  by  the  further  retention  of  the  prohibition  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  Germany  (KPD).  With  the  maintenance  of  this  anachronistic  and  anti-demo- 
cratic  verdict  handed  down  14  years  ago  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Adenauer 
CDU/CSU  government  in  accordance  with  the  Hitler  model  the  FRG  finds  itself 
in  the  company  of  Spain,  Greece  and  Portugal.  The  continuation  of  the  KPD  ban 
is  obviously  to  supply  the  possibility  of  also  being  able  to  ban  the  legal  and  young 
German  Communist  Party  (DKP)  as  a  successor  organization  of  the  KPD  should 
it  become  stronger,  without  the  necessity  of  a  new  court  decision. 

In  this  connection  putting  the  neo-nazi  parties  on  the  same  level  with  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Germany  and  the  DKP  as  is  done  by  the  federal  government  in 
its  report  to  the  UN  Secretary  General  must  be  branded  as  an  unheard-of 
defamation.  This  insolent  assertion  is  at  the  same  time  a  mockery  of  the  sacrifices 
made  by  German  Communists  in  the  struggle  against  nazism  and  racism.  Of 
300,000  inscribed  members  of  the  KPD  in  1933  half  of  them  were  tortured  in 
fascist  concentration  camps  and  prisons.  Tens  of  thousands  of  them  died  under 
the  guillotine  of  the  nazi  executioners  or  were  murdered  in  concentration  camps. 

For  the  reasons  named  the  demands  of  democratic  parties  and  organizations  in 
the  FRG,  among  them  the  German  Trade  Union  Federation  with  its  six  million 
members,  that  consistent  measures  be  introduced  in  West  Germany  to  overcome 
right-wing  radical  and  neo-nazi  forces,  are  profoundly  justified. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  nazism,  neo-nazism  and  racial  intolerance  are  not  an 
intra-state  affair  but  international  crimes  the  GDR  Committee  for  Human 
Rights  appeals  to  all  democratic  and  anti-fascist  forces  in  the  world  to  express 
their  solidarity  with  the  struggle  of  the  West  German  democrats  against  neo¬ 


nazism. 


Letter  of  14  April  1910  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Otto  Winzer, 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Nations  Economic  Commission  for  Europe- 
Application  for  metnbership  of  the  GDR  in  the  ECE 


Permit  me  to  wish  that  the  XXV  Plenary  Session  of  the  UN  Economic  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Europe  (ECE)  be  successful  and  to  express  my  expectation  that  the  Ses¬ 
sion  may  help  encourage  equality-based  cooperation  of  all  European  states. 

Experience  shows  that  an  effective  fulfilment  of  ECE  tasks  for  the  benefit  of 
all  European  peoples  depends  largely  on  whether  peace  and  security  are  guaran¬ 
teed  in  Europe  and  all  European  states  have  an  equal  share  in  the  activities  of  the 
Commission  and  the  principle  of  universality  is  implemented  in  the  European 
region  this  way. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  whose  policy  it  is  to  prevent  war  from  ever 
again  originating  from  German  soil,  supports,  like  all  other  Member-States  of  the 
Warsaw  Treaty,  the  convocation  of  an  all-European  conference  on  matters  of 
security  and  cooperation  in  Europe.  The  GDR  is  certain  that  this  conference, 
which  will  be  attended  by  all  European  states  on  an  equal  footing,  would  make 
an  important  contribution  to  safeguarding  European  security  and,  thus,  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  tasks  set  to  the  ECE.  It  also  expresses  its  regret  that  a  number  of 
states  still  resist  the  calling  of  an  all-European  security  conference  and,  thus,  put 
up  obstacles  in  the  way  of  equality-based  cooperation  among  all  European  states. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  renews  and  reaffirms  its  readiness  to  share 
in  all-European  cooperation  and  the  activities  of  the  ECE  under  conditions  of  full 
equality.  A  sovereign  socialist  state,  it  lays  claim  to  membership  in  the  UN  Eco¬ 
nomic  Commission  for  Europe  under  article  seven  of  the  terms  of  reference  of 
this  Commission.  It  demands  not  more  and  not  less  than  what  the  other  European 
states  claim. 

The  reason  why  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  not  officially  represented 
at  this  XXV  Plenary  Session  of  the  ECE  yet  is  that  the  Government  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  has  worked  against  an  invitation  to  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  to  take  an  equal  part  in  this  Plenary  Session.  West  German 
Federal  Chancellor  Brandt  said  at  his  meeting  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
of  Ministers  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  Willi  Stoph,  in  Erfurt  on 
19  March  1970  that  he  favoured  “relations  on  the  basis  of  non-discrimination  and 


61 


equality”.  And  he  added:  “Neither  of  us  can  act  in  the  name  of  the  other,  neither 
of  us  can  represent  the  other  abroad.” 

The  logical  conclusion  from  these  statements  would  be  that  the  Government  of 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  should  give  up  its  policy  of  arrogantly  claiming 
to  represent  the  whole  of  Germany  at  international  organizations,  including  the 
ECE,  and  bring  its  policy  in  line  with  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter. 

My  Government  holds  that  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany  should,  without  delay,  be  admitted  to  the  United  Nations 
as  full-fledged  members  in  accordance  with  the  principle  of  universality  of  the 
United  Nations.  A  proposal  to  this  effect  has  been  submitted  by  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  to  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany.  It  is  along  these  lines 
that  now  also  the  equality-based  membership  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
in  the  ECE  shpuld  be  settled  under  article  seven  of  its  terms  of  reference. 

The  ECE  can  fulfil  its  tasks  of  all-European  economic  cooperation  only  if  all 
states  are  equal  members  of  it.  It  is  well-known  that  important,  long-planned  pro¬ 
jects  in  economic  cooperation  in  Europe  cannot  be  tackled  without  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  ECE.  Important  plans  in  which 
all  European  states  are  interested  remain  impracticable  as  long  as  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  is  refused  equality-based  membership.  Undeniably,  member¬ 
ship  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  which  has  a  large  economic,  scientific 
and  technological  potential,  would  be  of  an  advantage  that  cannot  be  under¬ 
estimated  for  all  European  states  and,  beyond  that,  for  the  strengthening  of  peace 
and  European  cooperation. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  request  you  in  conclusion  to  bring  this  letter  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  Member-States  of  the  ECE. 


Statement  of  16  April  1970  by  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
to  the  Twenty-fifth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  Economic  Commission 
for  Europe 


The  25th  Session  of  the  United  Nations  Economic  Commission  for  Europe  (ECE) 
was  opened  in  Geneva  on  14  April.  The  West  German  Federal  Republic  has  been 
a  member  of  the  ECE  for  years  and  has  exercised  its  rights  of  a  subject  of  inter¬ 
national  law  in  this  way.  A  sovereign  state,  the  GDR  has  the  same  rights  as  the 
Federal  Republic  with  regard  to  membership  in  the  Economic  Commission  for 
Europe.  That  is  why  the  GDR  Foreign  Minister  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
25th  ECE  Session,  expressing  his  expectation  “that  the  Session  may  help  en¬ 
courage  equality-based  cooperation  of  all  European  states”.  “It  is  along  these 
lines”,  he  added,  “that  now  also  the  equality-based  membership  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  in  the  ECE  should  be  settled  under  article  7  of  its  terms  of 
reference.” 

Despite  its  indisputable  title  to  equality-based  membership,  the  GDR  was  not 
invited  to  the  25th  ECE  Session  at  the  instigation  of  the  representative  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Therefore,  the  delegation  of  the  Polish  People’s  Republic 
moved  that  the  GDR  Government  should  be  officially  invited  to  the  25th  ECE 
Session. 

The  motion  of  the  Polish  People’s  Republic  was  backed  by  many  states. 

Although  the  representatives  of  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  NATO  states 
seconding  the  Federal  Republic  could  advance  no  substantive  and  well-founded 
argument  in  the  debate  against  the  cooperation  of  the  GDR  in  the  ECE  on  an 
equal  footing,  they  opposed  the  motion  of  the  Polish  People’s  Republic.  Taking 
advantage  of  their  majority  in  the  ECE,  the  NATO  states  and  their  henchmen, 
including  the  fascist  Franco  regime,  finally  wrecked  the  proposition  of  equal 
participation  for  the  GDR  without  any  regard  for  the  disadvantage  this  will  cause 
to  all-European  economic  cooperation. 

The  representatives  of  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  Allied  Western  Powers 
faked  to  be  ready  for  compromise  before  the  debate  at  the  Session  began.  In  fact, 
they  arrogantly  demanded  discriminating  terms  for  a  possible  “presence”  of  the 
GDR. 

Papers  launched  by  the  FRG  Government  said  that  “East  German”  repre- 
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sentatives  could  only  be  permitted  a  “presence”,  a  “separate”  one,  aside  of  the 
member-state  delegations  and  listed  under  the  “Also  present”  heading,  and  that 
they  would  not  be  free  to  take  the  floor. 

On  the  top  of  it,  all  this  was  supposed  to  take  place  with  express  reference  to 
article  10  of  the  ECE  terms  of  reference  which  was  agreed  in  1946  and  has  been 
inapplicable  for  more  than  20  years  now.  Pursuant  to  that  article,  representatives 
of  “occupied  territories”  may  take  a  restricted  part  in  meetings  of  the  Commission 
in  a  consultative  capacity  under  the  supremacy  of  “the  respective  Allied  control 
authorities”.  This  means  the  GDR  was  expected  to  accept  the  permission  to  be 
present  in  the  conference  room  not  as  what  it  is-a  sovereign  state-but  as  an 
“occupied  territory”.  The  absurd  idea  that  the  GDR  could  be  considered  and 
treated  as  an  “occupied  territory”  cannot  be  taken  seriously. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  such  discrimination  was  categorically  rejected  by  the 
GDR  Government  and  the  socialist  member  states  in  the  ECE.  The  preconditions 
advanced  by  the  FRG  Government  and  the  allied  NATO  states  run  counter  to 
international  law;  they  offend  the  generally  accepted  principle  of  sovereign 
equality  of  states  and  constitute  a  gross  and  insulting  interference  in  the  GDR’s 
internal  affairs.  They  are  totally  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter-which  underlie  the  work  of  the  ECE-and  with  the  dignity  of  a 
sovereign  state. 

In  connection  with  that  unacceptable  demand  the  Federal  Government  declared 
that  it  would  go  on  interfering  in  the  GDR’s  international  relations.  Rather 
grotesquely,  it  labels  this  as  a  sign  of  “good  will”.  It  did  not  conceal  that  it 
wanted  to  make  use  of  what  it  called  the  pari  passu  procedure,  in  this  case  ob¬ 
viously  an  ill-meant  conduct  of  business.  In  return  for  the  modification  of  uni¬ 
laterally  built-up  positions  of  injustice  the  GDR,  which  again  is  to  be  discriminated 
against,  is  demanded  to  make  concessions  to  the  revanchist  policy  of  West  Ger¬ 
man  imperialism.  Obviously,  this  is  what  Bonn  circles  understand  by  the  “special 
inner-German  relations”  publicised  by  them.  Such  unfair  demands  on  the  GDR 
are  most  strongly  repudiated. 

The  pre-conditions  put  forward  by  the  FRG  Government  and  its  NATO  allies 
for  the  GDR’s  cooperation  in  the  ECE  are  also  at  variance  with  the  statements 
made  by  Federal  Chancellor  Brandt  at  his  meeting  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
GDR  Council  of  Ministers,  Willi  Stoph,  in  Erfurt  on  19  March  1970.  Federal 
Chancellor  Brandt  spoke  of  “relations  on  the  basis  of  non-discrimination  and 
equal  right”.  He  asserted  that  the  GDR,  demanding  that  the  presumptuous  claim 
of  sole  representation  be  dropped,  was  charging  at  an  open  door  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  and  that  the  Federal  Government  did  not  arrogate  to  itself  the  right 
“to  represent  the  GDR  in  addition  to  the  FRG”. 

He  said:  “Neither  of  us  can  act  for  the  other,  neither  of  us  can  represent  the 
other  abroad.”  The  action  of  the  representative  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
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Geneva  has  again  shown  the  great  discrepancy  between  the  words  and  deeds 
of  that  government. 

The  GDR  Government  urges  the  FRG  Government  at  last  to  give  up  its 
policy  of  discrimination,  arrogant  sole  representation  and  tutelage  toward  the 
GDR  in  international  organizations,  too.  The  GDR  holds  that  the  equality-based 
membership  and  cooperation  of  all  European  states  in  the  ECE  is  an  absolute 
requirement  for  the  development  of  an  effective  economic,  commercial,  scientific 
and  technological  cooperation  in  Europe.  Equality-based  participation  of  all 
European  states  in  the  ECE  on  an  equal  footing  will  also  serve  detente,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  peace  and  security  on  the  continent.  At  the  same  time,  the  GDR 
reaffirms  its  claim  to  membership  of  full,  equal  right  in  the  United  Nations 
Economic  Commission  for  Europe  under  article  7  of  the  Commission’s  terms  of 
reference. 


Letter  of  17  March  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Otto  Winzer, 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  World  Health  Organisation- 
Application  for  Membership  of  the  GDR  in  the  WHO 


I  have  the  honour,  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public,  to  apply  for  membership  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  World 
Health  Organisation  on  the  basis  of  Articles  3  and  6  of  the  latter’s  Constitution. 

In  applying  for  membership,  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  proceeds  from  the  idea  that  the  full  implementation  of  the  basic  task  of 
the  World  Health  Organisation  to  attain  the  best  possible  level  of  health  for  the 
peoples  of  the  world  depends  on  cooperation  and  equal  participation  of  all  States. 
As  a  member  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  the  German  Democratic  Repub¬ 
lic  with  its  highly  developed  public  health  system  would  be  in  a  position  to  actively 
cooperate  in  fulfilling  the  humanitarian  tasks  facing  the  Organisation.  Thus, 
membership  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  World  Health  Organisa¬ 
tion  is  not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic, 
but  also  in  the  interest  of  all  peoples  and  states. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic,  that  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will  conscientiously  fulfil 
all  the  obligations  arising  from  its  membership. 

According  to  rule  113  of  the  rules  of  procedure  of  the  World  Health  Assembly 
I  ask  you  to  bring  the  application  to  the  notice  of  all  States  Members  of  the 
Organisation  and  to  submit  it  to  the  twenty-third  World  Health  Assembly  for 
discussion. 
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Statement  of  23  April  1970  by  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
on  the  GDR’ s  Application  for  Membership  in  the  WHO 


This  year’s  Assembly  of  the  World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  will  start  its 
deliberations  in  Geneva  on  5  May.  The  Assembly  will,  inter  alia,  deal  with  the 
application  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  for  equality- 
based  membership  in  this  important  United  Nations  specialized  agency.  The  ap¬ 
plication  was  transmitted  in  time,  on  31  March,  in  a  letter  of  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  GDR,  Otto  Winzer,  to  the  Director-General  of  the  WHO, 
Dr.  Candau,  who  has  put  it  on  the  provisional  agenda  of  the  Assembly,  and  duly 
brought  it  to  the  notice  of  all  States  Members  of  the  WHO. 

The  WHO  is  an  organization  of  a  very  humanitarian  character.  In  its  Constitu¬ 
tion  adopted  in  1946  the  Organization  set  itself  the  aim  to  stand  “in  conformity 
with  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations,  for  the  happiness,  harmonious  relations 
and  security  of  all  peoples”  and  work  for  “the  highest  attainable  standard  of 
health”.  “The  health  of  all  peoples”,  the  WHO  Constitutions  says,  “is  fundamental 
to  the  attainment  of  peace  and  security  and  is  dependent  upon  the  fullest  co¬ 
operation  of  individuals  and  States.  The  achievement  of  any  State  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  and  protection  of  health  is  of  value  to  all.” 

The  implementation  of  these  noble  principles  and  objectives  of  the  World 
Health  Organization  requires  the  cooperation,  equality-based  membership  and 
contribution  of  all  state.  Foreign  Minister  Otto  Winzer  has  pointed  to  that  in  his 
application  to  the  WHO  and  stated :  “As  a  member  of  the  World  Health  Organi¬ 
zation  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  with  its  highly  developed  public  health 
system,  would  be  in  a  position  to  actively  cooperate  in  fulfilling  the  humanitarian 
tasks  facing  the  Organization.  Thus,  the  membership  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  in  the  World  Health  Organization  is  not  only  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  GDR  but  also  in  the  interest  of  all  peoples  and  states.” 

Back  in  1946  the  founding  States  of  the  WHO  called  for  universality  of  the 
Organization  and  laid  down  in  Article  3  of  the  Constitution:  “Membership  in  the 
Organization  shall  be  open  to  all  States.”  The  application  for  membership  in  the 
WHO  submitted  by  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  in 
line  with  these  requirements  stipulated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Organization. 
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In  contrast  to  the  declared  principles  and  objectives  of  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization  the  Government  of  the  FRG,  however,  although  itself  a  member  of 
this  Organization  since  1951,  has  the  arrogance  to  come  out  against  the  GDR’s 
membership  in  the  WHO.  After  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  16  April  the  Government 
of  the  FRG  officially  stated  through  its  State  Secretary  Ahlers  that  it  would 
resolutely  oppose  the  membership  of  the  GDR  in  the  World  Health  Organization; 
and  it  goes  so  far  as  to  use  blackmail  and  threats  against  other  States  and  the 
World  Health  Organization.  Acting  on  instructions,  Herr  Ahlers  stated  in  public 
that  if  the  GDR  was  admitted  the  Federal  Republic  would  “react  in  accordance 
with  its  interests”. 

On  the  top  of  it,  the  Government  of  the  FRG  instructed  its  ambassadors  in  all 
countries  with  which  it  has  diplomatic  relations  to  press  the  governments  of  States 
Members  of  the  WHO  to  reject  the  GDR’s  application.  It  sent  its  representatives 
to  the  WHO  Secretariat  in  Geneva  and  to  the  WHO  Regional  Office  for  Europe 
in  Copenhagen  to  intrigue  also  there  against  the  GDR’s  admission  into  the  Or¬ 
ganization.  Even  high  United  Nations  officials  in  New  York  were  expected  to 
give  a  helping  hand  in  this  perfidious  plot. 

This  shows  that  the  FRG  Government  has  launched  a  real  international  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  GDR’s  membership  in  the  WHO.  It  thus  not  only  violates  most 
rudely  the  accepted  rules  of  international  law,  the  principle  of  sovereign  equality 
of  States  from  which  the  legal  claim  of  the  GDR  for  membership  in  the  World 
Health  Organization  derives,  but  also  unscrupulously  disregards  the  humanitarian 
requirements  of  universality  and  all-round  international  cooperation  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  objective  of  the  WHO. 

The  question  is  how  all  that  is  consonant  with  the  protestation  made  by  Federal 
Chancellor  Brandt  in  his  government  policy  statement  of  28  October  last  year  that 
he  did  “not  want  to  curtail  the  advantages  of  international  trade  and  cultural 
exchanges”  for  the  GDR.  The  question  is  also  how  Herr  Brandt  wants  to  reconcile 
this  attitude  with  the  statement  he  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers  of  the  GDR,  Willi  Stoph,  in  Erfurt  on  19  March  1970  that  he  favoured 
“relations  on  the  basis  of  non-discrimination  and  equal  rights”.  And  how  can  it  be 
reconciled  with  the  assertion  he  made  in  Erfurt  that  the  Federal  Government  did 
not  arrogate  to  itself  the  right  “to  represent  the  GDR  in  addition  to  the  FRG”, 
that  the  position  of  third  states  with  regard  to  the  GDR  was  a  matter  of  their 
sovereign  judgement,  and  that  the  GDR,  demanding  that  the  presumptuous  claim 
of  sole  representation  be  dropped,  was  charging  at  an  open  door  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned.  Obviously,  there  is  an  unbridgeable  gap  between  these  words  of 
Federal  Chancellor  Brandt  and  his  deeds.  All  the  talk  of  “humanity”,  a  word  so 
often  used  by  the  representatives  of  the  FRG,  turns  out  to  be  a  demagogic 
manoeuvre  to  cover  up  selfish  political  ends  which  defy  any  concept  of  humanity. 

It  would  be  especially  necessary  for  the  Government  of  the  FRG  to  stand  for 
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full  universality  and  the  GDR’s  membership  in  the  WHO.  After  all  only  a  few 
months  ago  a  West  German  smuggling  narcotic  drugs  brought  those  dangerous 
smallpox  into  the  FRG,  which  resulted  not  only  in  the  death  of  a  number  of 
innocent  people  but  also  necessitated  direct  intervention  by  the  WHO  to  ensure 
that  the  health  prescriptions  internationally  customary  in  such  cases  were  observed 
in  the  FRG.  In  accordance  with  these  prescriptions  given  by  the  WHO,  other 
states,  among  them  the  GDR,  found  themselves  compelled  to  take  special  pro¬ 
tective  measures  to  safeguard  the  health  of  their  peoples  and  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  this  dreadful  epidemic  to  and  in  their  territories. 

Fulfilling  the  humanitarian  objectives  of  the  WHO-to  attain  the  best  possible 
level  of  health  for  all  people  in  the  world,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  epidemics 
and  make  available  for  all  the  experience  and  the  capacities  of  all  states  in  the 
field  of  health-is  only  possible  is  membership  and  equality-based  cooperation  in 
the  World  Health  Organization  is  open  to  all  States.  Therefore,  the  FRG  Govern¬ 
ment  must  abandon  its  policy  conflicting  with  human  interests  and  valid  inter¬ 
national  law,  so  much  the  more  as  this  policy  is  also  in  crass  contradiction  to  the 
duties  of  a  member  of  the  WHO. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  a  sovereign  state  with  a  system  of  public 
health  recognized  world-wide  and  an  independent  subject  of  international  law, 
by  applying  for  admission  to  the  WHO  is  exercising  its  inalienable  legal  title  to 
membership.  The  GDR  is  certain  that  all  the  States  aware  of  their  responsibility 
for  the  promotion  and  protection  of  their  peoples’  health  will  support  the  GDR’s 
application  for  membership  and  foil  the  disruptive  manoeuvres  of  the  FRG 
Government  at  the  forthcoming  World  Health  Assembly  in  Geneva. 


Statement  of  15  May  1970  by  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 

on  the  Adjourning  of  the  GDR’ s  Application  for  Membership  in  the  WHO 


The  application  of  the  GDR  for  membership  in  the  World  Health  Organization 
has  been  the  central  issue  of  all  proceedings  so  far  at  the  23rd  annual  assembly 
of  that  specialized  agency  of  the  United  Nations.  From  the  very  beginning  the  ap¬ 
plication  met  with  broad  consent  and  support  and  more  than  one  third  of  all 
orators  came  out  in  favour  of  the  GDR’s  admission  and  the  Organization’s 
universality. 

When,  in  spite  of  that  and  contrary  to  the  interests  and  objectives  of  the  WHO, 
the  GDR  has  not  yet  been  admitted  at  this  year’s  World  Health  Assembly,  the 
responsibility  for  that  lies  fully  and  completely  with  the  Government  of  the  FRG. 
That  government  has  done  everything  to  prevent  a  regular  vote  on  the  GDR’s 
application.  Continuing  its  international  cold-war  policy  and  employing  all 
perceivable  methods  of  intrigue  and  blackmail,  it  has  intervened  with  numerous 
states  against  the  admission  of  the  GDR  to  the  WHO.  It  thus  has  caused  great 
damage  to  the  WHO  and  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  world-wide  humanitarian 
tasks. 

The  anti-humanitarian  position  of  the  Government  of  the  FRG  in  Geneva  has 
again  confirmed  that  it  forfeited  the  right  to  talk  of  “humanitarianism”  and 
“human  alleviations”.  Who,  like  that  government,  tramples  underfoot  the  WHO’s 
principal  concern-to  attain  the  best  possible  standard  of  health  for  all  peoples  of 
the  world  and,  for  this  purpose,  membership  of  all  states-is  untrustworthy  from 
the  outset  when  talking  of  alleged  “human  alleviations”  between  the  peoples  of 
the  FRG  and  the  GDR. 

The  Government  of  the  FRG  opposed  the  GDR’s  application  saying,  inter  alia, 
that  the  GDR  gaining  membership  in  the  WHO  would  have  access  to  all  inter¬ 
national  conferences,  treaties  and  conventiones,  i.  e.  it  would  obtain  the  same 
rights  in  the  UN  system  as  the  FRG  has.  This  shows  clearly  enough  what  to  think 
of  the  words  of  Herr  Brandt  on  “relations  on  the  basis  of  non-discrimination  and 
equality”  between  the  FRG  and  the  GDR. 

The  brazen-faced  claim  of  the  Government  of  the  FRG  to  any  privileges  in 
bilateral  or  multilateral  international  relations  is,  indeed,  a  bad  omen  for  the 
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envisaged  talks  between  the  Heads  of  Government  of  the  GDR  and  the  FRG. 
Should  the  Government  of  the  FRG  assume  it  could  apply  its  international  policy 
of  blackmail  also  to  the  GDR  it  will  be  fatally  mistaken.  This  has  been  amply 
proved  in  the  past  and  is  also  true  at  present. 

When  Herr  Brandt  assumed  chancellorship  in  October  last  year,  he  found 
himself  compelled  to  talk  of  the  existence  of  the  GDR  as  of  an  independent  state. 
Now  he  instructed  his  delegation  in  Geneva  to  question  the  statehood  of  the 
GDR  and,  consequently,  its  claim  to  membership  in  the  WHO.  So  one  wonders 
for  whose  sake  and  in  whose  interest  the  Government  of  the  FRG  goes  back 
on  its  earlier  statements  and  what  it  hopes  to  gain  from  that. 

The  Government  of  the  FRG,  through  procedural  manipulations,  has  prevented 
a  vote  on  the  GDR’s  application  for  membership  in  the  WHO;  its  intention  was 
to  hide  from  the  international  public  that  its  presumptuous  claim  to  sole  repre¬ 
sentation  is  no  longer  supported  by  the  majority  of  states  and  that  the  number  of 
states  favouring  an  equality-based  position  of  the  GDR  in  international  relations 
has  considerably  grown  and  continues  to  grow. 

Yet  a  policy  of  discrimination  is  certainly  not  suited  to  arrive  at  positive  results 
and  achieve  any  progress  in  the  relations  between  states  with  different  social 
systems,  such  as  between  the  GDR  and  the  FRG.  The  postponement  of  the 
decision  on  the  GDR’s  membership  in  the  WHO  for  another  year,  engineered  by 
the  Government  of  the  FRG,  is  bound  to  have  negative  consequences. 

The  states  which  allowed  themselves  to  be  deceived  in  Geneva  by  insinuations 
of  the  FRG  have  done  an  extremely  bad  service  not  only  to  the  WHO  but  also  to 
the  establishment  of  equality-based  relations  under  international  law  between  the 
GDR  and  the  FRG. 

The  decision  on  adjourning  only  deferred  the  vote  an  the  GDR’s  application 
for  membership  in  the  WHO  but  did  not  cancel  it.  The  GDR  will  continue  to 
emphasize  its  claim  to  full,  equality-based  membership  in  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization  whose  noble  humanitarian  aims  it  has  subscribed  to,  aims  which  it 
unswervingly  serves  in  its  consistent  policy  of  peace.  It  feels  certain  that  its  ad¬ 
mission  in  accordance  with  the  principle  of  universality  will  contribute  towards 
further  increasing  the  effectiveness  of  this  Organization. 


Letter  of  5  August  1970  by  the  GDR  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Otto  Winzer, 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  United  Nations  Educational, 

Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization- Application  for  Membership  of  the 
GDR  in  UNESCO 


The  Government  and  the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  attach  great 
importance  to  the  work  of  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization  (UNESCO)  and  have  for  many  years  been  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  implementation  of  the  aims  laid  down  in  UNESCO’s  Constitution. 

UNESCO  will  serve  its  noble  purpose-to  promote  international  cooperation  in 
the  educational,  scientific  and  cultural  fields  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  security- 
best  if  it  makes  sure  that  all  states  can  cooperate  in  it  on  an  equal  footing.  The 
German  Democratic  Republic,  a  modern,  highly  industrialized  socialist  state, 
has  achieved  internationally  recognized  results  in  the  scientific,  educational  and 
cultural  fields.  As  an  equal  member  of  UNESCO,  the  GDR  could  make  a  useful 
contribution  towards  implementing  the  objectives  of  the  Organization. 

Therefore,  I  have  the  honour  to  apply  for  the  membership  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  in  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization  (UNESCO)  on  behalf  of  the  GDR  Government  and  in  accordance 
with  Article  II,  paragraph  2  of  the  Organization’s  Constitution.  The  statement 
according  to  rule  92,  paragraph  1  of  the  rules  of  procedure  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  UNESCO  has  been  attached  to  this  application  for  membership. 

I  ask  you  to  submit  the  application  for  membership  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  to  the  Executive  Board  and  the  Sixteenth  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization  for  considera¬ 
tion. 
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Statement 


I  declare  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  that 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  recognizes  the  purposes  and  functions  pro¬ 
claimed  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and 
Cultural  Organization.  It  is  prepared  to  conscientiously  fulfil  the  duties  ensuing 
from  its  membership  in  the  Organization  and  to  pay  the  respective  contribution 
to  UNESCO. 


s./Winzer 


Berlin,  5  August  1970 


Memorandum  of  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  Application 

of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  for  Membership  in  the 

United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO) 


Bearing  in  mind  that  two  disastrous  world  wars  started  from  German  soil,  the 
Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  has  followed  with  permanent 
attention  and  respect  the  activities  of  an  organization  like  UNESCO  which  has 
proclaimed  as  a  principle  and  aim  “to  contribute  to  peace  and  security  by  pro¬ 
moting  collaboration  among  the  nations  through  education,  science  and 
culture  . . .” 

In  this  context  the  GDR  Government  is  aware  of  its  responsibility  for  pre¬ 
cluding  any  possible  repetition  of  a  development  which  not  too  long  ago  was 
marked  by  “ignorance  and  prejudice,  .  .  .  the  doctrine  of  the  inequality  of  men 
and  races”  (UNESCO  Constitution). 

Since  the  GDR  Government  takes  this  warning  of  the  past  as  seriously  as  its 
present-day  responsibility,  it  has  proceeded,  since  the  foundation  of  the  GDR, 
from  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  United  Nations  Charter  and  the  Potsdam 
Agreement.  It  may  rightly  claim  to  live  up  to  the  basic  objective  of  UNESCO. 

Fulfilling  its  mandate  arising  from  the  GDR  Constitution,  the  GDR  Govern¬ 
ment  has  liquidated  the  doctrine  of  inequality  of  men  in  public  life.  Its  motto 
is  the  equality  of  all  men  and  peoples;  its  educational  aim-the  enlightened  and 
educated  citizen;  its  supreme  law-peace  on  earth  and  the  dignity  of  men;  its 
particular  obligation-to  prevent  any  new  war  starting  from  German  soil. 

It  is  on  these  lines  that  the  GDR’s  educational  policy  is  programmed  and 
practised.  As  to  education,  every  citizen  has  not  only  equal  rights,  but  also  equal 
opportunities.  Neither  birth  nor  property,  neither  philosophy  nor  religion,  neither 
race  nor  sex  are  decisive.  The  GDR  Constitution  confirms  not  only  equal  chances 
for  everybody  in  a  unified  educational  system;  it  guarantees  de  facto  equal  chances 
by  levying  no  fees  in  schools,  universities,  colleges  and  technical  schools  and  by 
granting  scholarships  which  enable  more  than  four  fifths  of  all  students  to  secure 
their  living. 

The  structural  basis  of  the  educational  system  is  compulsory  ten-class  secondary 
education  for  everybody  which  lays  special  stress  on  polytechnical  training.  Youths 
who  want  to  sit  for  the  twelve-year  high  school  leaving  examination  have  to 
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attend  another  two-year  course  at  a  twelve-year  high  school  or  special  courses  in 
factories;  they  may  also  prepare  for  this  standard  at  special  educational  institu¬ 
tions  like  academies  or  evening  classes.  The  educational  policy  of  the  GDR 
Government  and  the  citizens’  educational  aspirations  are  reflected  in  figures. 
With  a  population  of  17  million,  the  number  of  students  at  universities  and 
training  colleges  was  273,000  in  1969.  41  per  cent  of  all  students  enrolled  at 
universities  or  university-standard  institutions  were  girls.  From  1950  to  early 
1970,  educational  expenditures  rose  by  more  than  450  per  cent,  from  1,136  million 
to  5,284  million  marks. 

Remarkable  though  such  expenditures  may  be,  they  are  significant  only  in  con¬ 
text  with  the  purpose  they  serve.  That  is  why  it  has  to  be  emphasized  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Constitution,  any  educational  activities  in  the  GDR,  from  the 
kindergarten  up  to  the  university,  are  penetrated  by  the  spirit  of  mutual  respect 
among  all  people,  the  longing  for  reconciliation  among  all  nations  and  the 
striving  for  peace  all  over  the  world. 

The  same  ideals  inspire  the  GDR  Government  in  its  assistance  of  young 
African,  Asian  and  other  states  in  the  training  of  scientific  staff  and  the  setting¬ 
up  of  their  own  educational  systems.  At  present,  about  4,500  students  and  post¬ 
graduates  as  well  as  1,500  specialists  from  117  states  are  being  trained  at  GDR 
universities,  university-standard  institutions  and  training  colleges.  For  most  of 
them  the  GDR  bears  the  costs  of  training.  More  and  more  GDR  experts  go  to 
foreign  countries  to  work  as  advisers  in  ministries  of  education  or  at  teachers’ 
training  colleges  or  as  school  teachers. 

Science  can  do  great  things  if  it  is  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  mankind  and 
peace.  That  is  why  the  GDR  has  laid  down  in  Article  17  of  its  Constitution: 

“Any  misuse  of  science  directed  against  peace,  international  understanding, 
against  the  life  and  the  dignity  of  man,  is  prohibited.” 

On  these  lines,  the  GDR  has  on  principle  renounced  any  atomic,  bacteriological 
and  chemical  weapons,  and  the  GDR  was  one  of  the  first  states  to  sign  and  ratify 
the  Treaty  on  the  non-proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons. 

All  its  scientific  efforts  serve  the  national  economy  and  use  the  fruits  of  research 
and  education  in  order  to  satisfy  human  needs.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  the  GDR 
cooperates  in  international  organizations.  And  for  years,  the  GDR  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  projects  initiated  by  UNESCO.  About  50  GDR  institutes  and  institu¬ 
tions  are  active  in  the  framework  of  the  International  Biological  Programme  (IBP). 
Also  other  tasks  set  by  or  associated  with  UNESCO  are  shouldered  by  GDR 
scientific  institutions.  Such  programmes  are,  for  instance:  the  International  Hydro¬ 
logical  Decade  (IHD),  the  International  Geophysical  Year  (IGY),  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Quiet  Sun  Years  (IQSY). 

The  large  field  of  culture  in  the  GDR  is  promoted  and  protected  by  state  laws 
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guaranteeing  the  spread  of  humanist  thinking  and  prohibiting  any  war  propaganda 
against  and  defamation  of  other  peoples  and  races. 

The  results  achieved  in  various  sectors  of  cultural  life,  which  is  as  much  com¬ 
mitted  to  humanist  traditions  as  to  present-day  tasks,  are  to  be  assessed  in  this 
light.  For  example:  the  annual  production  of  books  and  booklets  has  risen  to 
114  million  copies  out  of  which  13  million  copies  account  for  660  German  trans¬ 
lations  of  foreign  language  publications  from  40  countries.  In  return,  the  GDR 
exports  annually  about  35  million  books  to  100  countries.  GDR  free  lending 
public  libraries  have  a  stock  of  53  million  titles  read  by  about  four  million  people 
per  year  of  whom  fifty  per  cent  are  youths  and  children.  It  is  evidence  of  the 
high  standard  of  GDR  printing  that  154  reproductions  made  by  the  Seemann 
Buch-  und  Kunstverlag  Publishers  of  Leipzig  and  the  Verlag  der  Kunst  Publishers 
of  Dresden  have  been  chosen  for  UNESCO’s  catalogue  of  the  finest  art  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  the  world. 

Theatres  in  the  GDR,  of  which  names  like  Brecht  and  Felsenstein  are  symbols 
attract  annually  more  than  12  million  spectators.  In  1968/69  alone,  661  works  of 
403  authors  and  composers  of  24  countries  were  staged  in  the  GDR.  There  are 
more  than  80  major  orchestras  with  4,500  musicians  playing  classical  and  modern 
musics.  More  than  550  museums,  among  them  the  Dresden  Zwinger  and  the 
Berlin  Pergamon  Museum,  with  their  18  million  annual  visitors  are  attractions 
for  guests  from  all  over  the  world. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  GDR  maintains,  in  all  fields  of  education,  science  and 
culture,  vivid  and  regular  exchanges  with  professional  associations  and  unions  of 
interest  in  foreign  countries.  Today,  GDR  institutions  and  personalities  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  about  500  international  organizations  many  of  which  are  directly  asso¬ 
ciated  with  UNESCO. 

UNESCO  can  advance  and  systematize  such  mutual  relations  to  universal 
benefit.  A  membership  of  the  GDR  in  UNESCO  would  serve  the  scientific  rela¬ 
tions  and  cultural  contacts  of  foreign  countries  with  the  GDR  as  much  as  it  would 
serve  UNESCO  and  the  GDR  itself. 

The  GDR  Government  is  prepared  to  occupy  its  place  in  UNESCO  with  all  the 
ensuing  rights  and  duties.  That  is  why  the  GDR  has  applied  for  UNESCO  mem¬ 
bership  under  Article  II,  paragraph  2,  of  UNESCO’s  Constitution.  The  GDR 
shares  the  ideals  of  this  international  agency  and  has  amply  proved  that  it  is 
capable  of  making  its  contribution  to  UNESCO’s  activities.  The  GDR  is  sure  that 
its  application  for  membership  is  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  international  co¬ 
operation  and  the  principle  of  universality  which  also  UNESCO  is  committed  to. 

The  Government  and  the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  attach 
great  importance  to  the  work  of  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and 
Cultural  Organization  and  have  for  many  years  been  anxious  to  contribute  to  the 
implementation  of  the  aims  laid  down  in  UNESCO’s  Constitution.  UNESCO  will 
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serve  its  noble  purpose-to  promote  international  cooperation  in  the  educational, 
scientific  and  cultural  fields  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  security-best  if  it  makes 
sure  that  all  states  can  cooperate  in  it  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic,  a  modern,  highly  industrialized  socialist 
state,  has  achieved  internationally  recognized  results  in  the  scientific,  educational 
and  cultural  fields.  As  an  equal  member  of  UNESCO,  the  GDR  could  make  a 
valuable  contribution  towards  implementing  the  objectives  of  the  Organization. 


Statement  of  12  October  1970  by  the  GDR  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
to  the  Sixteenth  General  Conference  of  UNESCO 


Guided  by  the  effort  to  make  an  active  contribution  to  cooperation  among  the 
peoples  in  the  fields  of  education,  science  and  culture,  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  has  applied,  in  accordance  with  the  declared  aims  and  tasks  of  UNESCO, 
for  its  admission  to  this  Organization. 

During  the  debate  held  in  the  course  of  the  85th  session  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  UNESCO  no  material  objections  against  a  membership  of  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  were  raised.  The  application  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
and  the  resolution  (Doc.  85  EX/DR.  2)  tabled  by  the  USSR,  the  Czechoslovak 
Socialist  Republic,  the  Hungarian  People’s  Republic,  the  United  Arab  Republic, 
the  People’s  Republic  of  Congo  and  Ceylon  thus  correspond  to  the  main  purpose 
of  UNESCO  to  contribute  to  peace  and  security  by  promoting  cooperation  among 
all  states  and  peoples.  Members  of  the  Executive  Board  have  stressed  repeatedly 
in  the  debate  that  UNESCO  can  serve  this  noble  purpose  best,  if  it  makes  sure 
that  all  states  cooperate  on  the  basis  of  equality. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  fulfils  the  conditions  for  membership  in 
UNESCO.  Considering  its  achievements  in  the  fields  of  education,  science  and 
culture  which  have  been  recognized  on  the  international  scale,  it  could  con¬ 
structively  cooperate  as  a  full-fledged  member  in  the  solution  of  the  world-wide 
tasks  of  this  Organization.  The  political  arguments  raised  against  the  objectively 
substantiated  claim  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  for  membership  burden 
UNESCO  with  questions  which  are  outside  its  scope  of  tasks  and  its  interests. 

Unfortunately  the  decision  of  a  formal  majority  which  in  fact  was  a  minority 
of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  prevented  a  recommendation  to  the 
Sixteenth  General  Conference  for  the  admission  of  the  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  to  UNESCO.  Conceived  by  its  authors  as  a  means  of  political  pressure 
against  the  German  Democratic  Republic  this  discriminating  decision  is  by  no 
means  suited  to  encourage  successful  negotiations  and  detente  in  Europe.  It  is  also 
incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Organization  to  make  the  admission  of  a 
state  to  UNESCO-also  if  this  state  is  not  a  member  of  the  United  Nations-de- 
pendent  on  the  extent  of  its  relations  with  other  states.  Such  a  practice  cannot 
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serve  the  interests  of  the  Organization  because  it  disagrees  with  the  aims  of 
UNESCO  and  violates  internationally  recognized  principles  of  international  law 
regarding  the  sovereign  equality  of  states  and  non-discrimination. 

It  is  not  astonishing  that  the  rejection  of  the  application  of  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  by  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  UNESCO 
meets  with  incomprehension  by  the  international  public.  The  many-faceted  con¬ 
tribution  which  has  been  made  by  the  German  Democratic  Republic  since  its 
foundation  for  the  humanist  aims  of  UNESCO  and  which  has  been  convincingly 
outlined  in  the  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  (Doc.  85  EX/INF  2)  is  highly  appreciated  internationally. 
More  and  more  states  support  the  just  claim  for  equality-based  membership  and 
cooperation  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  specialized  agencies  of  the 
UN  whereby  universal  international  cooperation  would  be  substantially  pro¬ 
moted. 

The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  em¬ 
phasizes  the  just  claim  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  to  membership  in 
UNESCO  and  expresses  the  conviction  that  this  claim  will  be  recognized  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  principle  of  universality. 
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